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The Eldar - a vision of elegance, arrogance and supreme
deadliness. One of the foremost jewels in Games Workshop's
crown, the Eldar are a mainstay of the Warhammer 40,000
universe. Their visual appeal is plain, for their miniatures
range is counted amongst the finest ever produced. Its
characters are statuesque alien heroes brought to life; each
vehicle and weapon has a flowing, organic shape that speaks
of both grace and power. Yet only by delving under the skin
of this beautiful range of models can you truly appreciate
its depth.

You'll likely have already noticed a signature device
emblazoned upon this book, the hallmark of the creator
behind this phenomenal body of work. Every illustration on
these pages was produced by Jes Goodwin, a veteran designer
and sculptor whose obsession with quality is inspiring. Because
each warrior, vehicle and rune is united by a single vision,

the cohesion and richness of their design is an impressive

achievement in itself.

The Eldar have come a long way since their humble
beginnings in 1987's Warhammer 40,000: Rogue Trader. Many
of the sketches included here first reached the public eye two
years later via Games Workshop's magazine White Dwarf.
Those Eldar-centric issues were groundbreaking moments

in that venerable publication’s history. Over 25 years at

the pointy end of Jes's pencil, those early Eldar have been
carefully developed into an entire alien race. There have been
times when it was Jes alone working on the creation of these
diminutive masterpieces, but over time dozens of talented
miniatures designers have followed his lead. The original
sketches and the finished results are strikingly similar — a
testament to the excellence of their design.

The sketches displayed here all share a graphic flair; after
all, these are not illustrations, but blueprints for even
greater works of art. They are designs for models that will be
reproduced in 28 millimetre scale - tiny sculptures that must
be visually appealing at close quarters and at arm’s length
alike. Some are dynamic and full of energy, others simmer
with quiet power. Yet regardless of their nature, all their
shapes are bold and striking, their silhouettes recognisable

even from a distance.

One of the keys to the Eldar range’s success is the world-
building behind it. Though a lot of the underlying work
remains hidden to the casual observer, the internal logic this
provides is a source of tremendous strength across the range.
As you read the captions and annotations throughout this
book, you'll find yourself uncovering a great many of these
secrets and insights. Every shuriken pistol, haywire grenade
and power sword has been designed to echo a specific purpose
or theme; every bodysuit or armoured shell works in its own
right. This holistic approach informs its iconography, anatomy,
posing and composition, but also encompasses the darker arts
of casting, injection moulding and frame design. The skills
overlap, reinforcing and complementing each other so they

become greater than the sum of their parts.

It is not a purely aesthetic talent that lies behind the Eldar
range. As part of the multidisciplinary approach to the Eldar’s
design, the background behind that ancient xenos race has
grown alongside them. Jes has devised whole swathes of worlds
and histories for the Eldar to inhabit. Their extensive history
is a body of work unto itself, featuring a pantheon of gods,
mythic cycles replete with tragic heroes, impossible monsters
and blood-crazed villains. The world-ships within which the
Eldar ply the stars are surreal and majestic in equal measure;
even the metaphysical disasters that slmp(?(l that race’s fate

complement and inform the visual side of the Eldar race.

Over the years, the rich tapestry of thought behind the Eldar
has been invaluable in informing the finished product. It has
inspired board games, codexes, a clutch of novels, hundreds
of pieces of art and thousands of miniatures collections across
the globe. Perhaps the creation of such deep and fantastical
worlds is the difference between a technically skilled body of
work and a truly great one.

Judge for yourself as you make your own journey through

the pieces within, but we feel sure that after absorbing the
contents of this sketchbook, you will never look at an Eldar
model in the same way again.
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