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Introduction

The small Tokyo shops have “something” in them.

When | first came to Tokyo, just for a trip, we stayed in
Takashimadaira — far from the popular city centre —
just because it was cheap. We arrived late at night, so
my first opportunity to really see Japan was during our
morning walk the next day through the suburb to see
the Arakawa river.

When | talk about my experiences at this time to
Japanese people, they are astonished — there’s nothing
interesting around there, they say. But for me, these

places were an explosion of inspiration.

All the sights | had seen in Japanese animation and
comics sprawled before my eyes. | felt more like |
was coming back to a place | knew but forgot rather
than somewhere completely new. | had this strange,
nostalgic feeling, like | knew what was around the
corner yet when | actually went there everything was
more interesting than | could imagine. It was then
that | knew | would like to stay in Japan to illustrate
all the sights | saw.

| started to paint the first series of illustrations
portraying shops in March 2016 as a small private
art project. At the time, | was working full time
as a background painter in a Tokyo animation
studio. This book you are holding right now is the
continuation of that small project.

I chose the shops for this book the same way | chose
the first 10 buildings for my private project — | looked
over the many pictures | had taken during my walks
and just painted the ones | liked.

| hope that both those of you who have never been
to Tokyo and those who know the city well will
find the shops in this book interesting and weirdly
nostalgic.
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Introduction

The small Tokyo shops have “something” in them.

When | first came to Tokyo, just for a trip, we stayed in
Takashimadaira — far from the popular city centre —
just because it was cheap. We arrived late at night, so
my first opportunity to really see Japan was during our
morning walk the next day through the suburb to see
the Arakawa river.

When | talk about my experiences at this time to
Japanese people, they are astonished — there’s nothing
interesting around there, they say. But for me, these

places were an explosion of inspiration.

All the sights | had seen in Japanese animation and
comics sprawled before my eyes. | felt more like |
was coming back to a place | knew but forgot rather
than somewhere completely new. | had this strange,
nostalgic feeling, like | knew what was around the
corner yet when | actually went there everything was
more interesting than | could imagine. It was then
that | knew | would like to stay in Japan to illustrate
all the sights | saw.

| started to paint the first series of illustrations
portraying shops in March 2016 as a small private
art project. At the time, | was working full time
as a background painter in a Tokyo animation
studio. This book you are holding right now is the
continuation of that small project.

| chose the shops for this book the same way | chose
the first 10 buildings for my private project — | looked
over the many pictures | had taken during my walks
and just painted the ones | liked.

| hope that both those of you who have never been
to Tokyo and those who know the city well will
find the shops in this book interesting and weirdly
nostalgic.
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Ono-toen

INEFREZE

—REEWAENSHE. BEAESPHEHL, ENEESRENBE. 05,
NOXBEXREBEHESENE, BEFIEEFREBNITE,

Ono-toen is a pottery shop in the Yanaka shopping district with red tiled facade and a wooden
sign bearing the shop’s name. Currently, there is a black-and-white picture on the front of the

XBERREAE.

shop, but since it is not an element of the original building, | did not draw it this time.

B 2/NILhHRENE. ERBINSTERE
PREE, SRR ERTITLHIMNET, B
RE, IWACE, £8F, EEEANEREE
FHEEFINENAF DA,

Small glass bells that make a beautiful sound when
the wind moves them called furin, or windchimes.
These are displayed outside windows and the
entrances of homes during summer in Japan.

.
.
B 2a 2R ELMEE, Mk T/ NVEORK,
O “SENRR ", BRARWEN/NE ( KIFH
NE ), EREHENESEREER, SESNTE.,

Ceramic containers for mosquito coils. The ones that
are shaped like a pig are called ka-tori-buta, which
means literally "mosquito-killing-pig". The ones on
sale here had many different cute shapes.

010 - 011

Eéﬁbiﬁ’,ﬁ%ﬁ@LLmB’JE ., LR ImE
fbith 75 B9 R . ﬁt&l:’lvi%’fl%lﬂ’)ﬁ’ﬂl‘cﬂ)ﬁi@i& . B8

FETTLABRMIEERE &

In some places, zoning regulations forbid building
high, straight vertical buildings to protect the right to
sunshine. Setting the roof back at an angle lets the
sun shine on the streets.

NENEEEERERZAR

X, BKEEE, FL%E%FE%JB’JI,E-. 12
E—ME=.

A gardening area at the side of the store. Everything
you need for your houseplants, including soil, pots,
support, watering cans and more, is here.
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Yamane Meat Shop e

WARAH, —REBERFSHAB—BIE L EEIOBENEEE, Lim%“\ﬁrﬁ%
BRY" HEMSHI0REHPASBRSH—RK, RUE, NSBEX]]. XRBEIF193054

BEMPTEEN ISR, MIZISWANEE, hEEITHE(NER.

Yamane Meat Shop is a butcher shop with a distinctive red and white tent marquee. This was one
of the most popular illustrations of the original ten in the shop series, but unfortunately the shop
has since closed. Established in 1930, this historic shop’s specialty was its croquettes, popular

among locals and visitors alike.

ERVENHEE (HBER ) BAN—ITBET
Hps @R, ERER. ERBNEE, 7
FEFEHE ALURZIBEER, MXBERRR
SlFzht,

This metal duct (or chimney) comes out from the

least expected place. | like how this makes the shop
stand out, making it even more iconic.

XEQT R
IR, [E2FTH
ET RHERER . TJERAEHEXII=L
—IR, ERER.

ERIELENE "SR BFHF,
EEEXBIEHLEZEEE,

A sign advertising meat croquettes, which were
popular along this shopping street. | was told that
the croquettes here were especially delicious. It's
a shame | did not get to try them before this shop
closed for good.

012 - 013

EBBE%J;IE*BI@ETJE%?E%EEJJE.ZQEI’JF“@J—L
BEGESY . BIERE, BARERE TR
qdenpy. B, BEEEERT IHNEEJE
ERHBEIEH O BER

This white and red marquee is perfect for this cute
meat shop and also casts a nice, reddish shadow on

the things underneath. | tried to paint how the color
reflects on the metal frame of the doors.

f;(!l.?' - )

BRELER "R FEATLE, RitZKEE
HSAmIK,

The bold sign with only the character for “meat”
written in red was really fun to paint!
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03 ﬁ_.lfb‘ﬂ_’. Sushi Noike

FADNBERETHRAFLESN—REIE, EEEZERNFERXNKES, AR TP,
B FHENZAMET, WANBH EFEB o SERRBOTHLD TERERET —
e, SMELENBBEEMRATENER, AEANIIMBRT LoEE.

Sushi Noike is a sushi shop right by Sendagi Station. Here, you can eat Tokyo's original style of
sushi, known as Edomae. What is unique about this building is the blend of modern architecture

on the top section and traditional design elements on the bottom. There are also interesting

white lines dividing the top part adding more characters to the look of the shop.

Sl
BENETRAEEBRNXTF., LHed, hZ2E
BHEIERERER.

The huge sign with white letters on a navy

background really stands out. It was also fun to paint
using the masking fluid.

NOEKENFRBEANEEEY,
T, NEBRRIUEFRBRE, TEPEEH

BEEFTH

ENEDE, BXSEXBRTHRNOF

This splendid wisteria growing all over the entrance
means that the appearance of this shop changes
greatly with the passing seasons. It also casts a
unique shadow.

014 - 015

BFHUEFBHRBT “‘BOOEFE" 9RIt, K
BESIAL, SEMNREAFP KD, ERO0E
HEERBEDT LR T HPMIRILE .

The top part has rather modern and square design.

This contrasts well with the wooden entrance and
other traditional Japanese design details.

i ' 3]
l ot} >

g
{
;i . =
i L‘ i

\ i
FENEEE, BRERREER, BRHFET
HEENE|EFINEA. HONZBLREBLE
HE.

In the display window, there are small finger puppets
of the sushi-master making sushi and a customer as
well as some interesting maps of this area.
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04 RBRATEE
Isetatsu Yanaka Honten

PHERE—REBI18AFREREETT "TRE" NWEFEH. TRE, 2—MDBEIRES
BRMK, BEARFIOHMA. BEIEBLAXBERFHEN—2. BRE
EXRIEBTFXRT .,

In business since 1864, Isetatsu is a shop that carries chiyogami. Chiyogami is a type of paper
hand-printed with traditional Japanese patterns using woodblock printing technique. When | saw

this shop’s sign with its huge, colorful print, | knew straight away that | had to paint it.

XigF ij?%@%ixﬂ’]%%ﬂ#%"i?i
Bit, AEZHSERBARRBENGR, HE
ET&HF (*DTEE ), RANMEE, HER
AEEMBHETREX,

This part is very important to the overall look of the
shop, so | tried to recreate it as best as | could using
no lines (and no sketch) and a limited color palette
to match the look of traditional Japanese woodblock

prints.
0
HERR T —RPLBROVEDLS, EFF

LERNBARBHNFL, RBFEEEENE
Tk,

There were many cute, traditional Japanese toys and
figures on display along with a huge papier-méché
dog. | just had to try to paint them.

016 - 017

XEBNRBREBRFIEH—NNEE, XRE
M EXEEEZL, EFKE/M”H%UEWE;‘?@
RERNEIR, ERE "N T, BEEAA
EZBASMmE,

A sign standing perpendicular to the street where
the building is. | like this sign and the small roof over
the main sign. The roof uses the shape of a Japanese
“Enter” letter ( A ), inviting customers in.

e

b 8 -

JEIIOEA LENEES, &FTMBERNAKX
8 L F, BREPHRORMK, EE RL".

The noren curtain at the storefront has the name
of the store and the character for “up” written big
in a circle. This is the crest of the shop and is read
“Marujo”, meaning “circle” and “up”.






e = e g (FIAK Sendagi )

015 zg Uil I =5
i Kikumi Rice Crackers Shop

ERE-—xEEMWR ( BRI ) OEH. BXTBNEMSHEBIEZNTS, [EKTE
HEKE, XEEFHNEEEAAIN. SENEESESNEREES, XBE@ILAFR
BREEHLHOE, BEEESFRECERETHENTARENEF.

SEH W

This is a shop selling rice crackers. | find the rain gutters of old Japanese houses very interesting
and they were splendid on this shop too! What's more, here were beautiful ceramic roof tiles
with the family crest on them called Kamon Gawara.

p— N7
VAW BUEPUNY R ¥

e | S
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AHBOAIERE L, PBRIBIER, XFEE. NRIPA
TENRRIR, BensrE T B850,

A huge wooden sign with the shop’s name in golden
letters. Covered on all sides with copper to protect
the wood from the rain, it is all gray and dark green
NOW.

THRAXAFEENERER, SEEFREBARS
FE, EFERNEERNORIMMRMED T,
Houses with roofs fully tiled with kawara were once a

common sight in Tokyo, but recently it is hard to find
them.

REEBENEXKOWA., EEREE2EAT
RANZYG, BESHELELRNE T .
An old glass showcase packed with tasty crackers. It

has been used here since long before the shop was
renovated.

P

XAXKHBERES S "WEIR", EELWAEWLR
JENDO, FREZRFBARWNR., HLHRE, o
MFENAEIBHBKURIFENRE, <
AIEKBE,

This large round glass jar is called a chikyubin and
is often seen at the front of cracker shops. Here, the
jars were filled with arare (rice crackers made from

glutinous rice). | like how the light shines through the
outlines of the arare inside these glass jars.




| NESHE—SEH -8

Sa ka ki ba l'a StO I'e (Closed/Private-hse)r |

XHERFIESHBRH, WSEATIE. RPEEY "FREHBER?S" B ZH,

HEEMLHZREI ML, EMREHIMES], —EBCERICERREB. IR

PR, EFBUTE!

This building used to be a broom shop. Currently it is used as a private residence. | saw this really
handsome, old store several times while walking in the neighborhood well before starting the first

series. | wanted to paint it very much, so | used this book as an opportunity to finally do it!

&8, BEERATERRE, BHE/MSEEEH
—EEiR. \RSIEEOEL, S¥eEE—
BEeESRNEER, BUKNBLERELR.
MEXE, E=NRENTEMRETE.

Old stores often used copper cladding like this one
on storefront to make the store appear lavish. Over
time, the metal would oxidize to a bluish green color,
then turn almost black in places where it came into
contact with water. However, this building maintains
its beautiful green color.

BEEHNZFIML, SHESFIEOTMPH
—¥. XBEESETERRK, RAXTRDL/EH
FrAVEFO9REER .

The air conditioning unit looks different now, but | used
one from an old photo | found while researching how
the shop looked when it was still open for business.

020 - 021

e e e -

0 i b 0 o i 9

BRENES, BREZZEEXF. 8RR, 0
LPERBENE—NFELRE, b hSE
M B9 BB IR RERIMR,

Wooden carved letters, painted in gold, make up the
sign of this shop. Unfortunately, the first letter fell off
years ago and was never replaced. | recreated the
sign using old photos found online for reference.

NEBFRBEENRBEISIE, BARALATKE
Bx. MESAFXRE, HRIUBRBIE
HiHR  BRERBRK, KEEBTFSAKE,
ARMEBLKE, LEBELE—ITREKIEWE
BIRTE.

The ceramic tank with small goldfish swimming in it
can't be complete without some lush aquatic plants!
Tanks like this were originally used as braziers.
Burning charcoals were placed on a layer of packed
ashes to warm up kettles full of water.
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Tsuruya Tailors

XERR—RBEKE, BENRETH,

BEENEHESHETHE/LNOREH. HuS,
H¢%¥E%?@E$LF%, ZEEMNITRENS ERRERERBREHE/S LN,
NI , BBT EX,

Originally an order-made tailor, this sundry shop now sells an assortment of retro items. While
the half-round sign is sadly no longer there, | found it while looking for old photos of the shop

online and decided to put it in the painting.

RERLOANFRARFBITE, XEEBEE
SRR, B, XEHRERTEE., 0SHEBR
ExETA "B F,
FrLlizBE X,

This sign with three-dimensional letters on black
background looked very stylish. | decided to use
gold paint here too. Currently, a character meaning
“former” has been added, but since it was not part
of the original building, | did not paint it in the illus-
tration.

, LPBRREXBEERBEENE
, WBERREEHIFXR.

?ﬁ?%ﬂ’ﬂﬂﬂ

| decided to recreate what | imagined the shop
display would have looked like when it was still a
tailor.

022 - 023

REFFEHERENTE,

5#%8’\]}’5#@%21& EF%B’J?: Ww(NEBE,

RAZM ), BE/ERREEER.
This half-round sign was originally attached to the

opposite side of the shop so it could be seen around
the corner.

XENERREBAEE—HHEIAI—PEFA

RERRE, DENGHER—LBE, YNNG
FLESEF—TRRECE THE.
| liked this small yellow chair. It looks like someone

just left to go on an errand, so | decided to put it in
the painting.
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*‘H%HH Jimbocho

"HE” T RIAP

Tempura Hachimaki

XE—RIBET193FHNREEEE. EH_H—ME—FRKROBRENHEE., —H®
IAEM—RBAREHAZ, SHRERERENEL. 5%, XFENBRELT R

This famous tempura shop was established in 1931. A silver duct extends from the second story

to the roof in front of the shop. The reason for this was probably lack of space: since there are
so many stores in the area, their only choice was to put it on the front of the building. In Tokyo,
there are many shops with ducts on the front like this.

TNHNEEDENHHEE, BEALRE, Wik BLENBRER, BRNESERNZEFIIA)II
XEZBEFEN., EEAMERx EEN, & Bl (1894—1965 ) BFEEARXENEE!
HNEREBHR.

Small poster showing that the famous author
The metal duct from the kitchen fume extractor. Edogawa Ranpo was a regular here!

They are usually boxy, but this one is round and
probably quite new — the metal still shines silver.
Smoke generated during cocking comes out
through here.

BEENONERE, FRESHEANHE. B
FENAYPTREYLZNE—KIEE, 8
MEEBIRZEA]. BiR, BEEENTIERERK
BOXRFE, BRBPERBREUROTEIR.

PFEo, ENOONKELBHES, HEN
NG IEL eI L= Old pictures showing the long history of this store
decorate the shop front. Shown in these photos is the

At lunchtime, packed lunches line a small table at original owner when the shop was established and

the storefront, where people working at nearby students from the nearby university. The owner at the ToME (Bbi ),
s i = S nagHEs =2
companies come to buy lunch. time supported these students, who were members ig;iiﬁ;_ﬁi
of the baseball club, and would give them a free PR EE E kR
tempura rice bowl every day. Fo—FEE

024 - 025
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?EN%HTI Jimbocho

RO E

BIE

Seishin-do Bookstore

XR—ROEDE, EENR( ERAKNR, AFUBRNERSARTMANDE
B BRI, EESENEERRBRSER.

BT —ROEE, B LEZAMMEBHRRT,

Located in Jimbocho, sometimes called “Book Town”,
wahon (old books made from Japanese paper and bound by a method unique to Japan). The

tiles covering the entire front of this shop had an interesting texture. Covered in vertical grooves,

SEEFNENBD

they did not reflect light like most glazed ceramic tiles and were quite rough to the feel.

XRERBRNERARERE, BERT/EEIMNE
NER. REENEREEDNABIZE
The small canopy roof made of ceramic tiles called

kawara accents the front wonderfully. The tiles used
here had a beautiful deep blue color.

IX 30 Egﬁﬁﬂ’]k < EHMO(E “HimT,
R —%FEBT%@Tﬁﬁmmg(Eﬁ
%Fﬂﬁﬁriuxﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂd\iﬁ =8, tbibiRs
E—%s) B,

A long poem beautifully written on a vertical scroll
called kakejiku. They are usually used to decorate
tokonoma (a raised wooden area in the tatami room
of a Japanese home) in tatami rooms or tea rooms.

XREFER, BFERBICHEERLRR
B,

A plaque certifying that this shop has been registered
as an important architectural and historical asset.

XERENER
=8,

WE, BRATHEMNEL

These sturdy metal frames were a later addition to
the shop to help it withstand earthquakes.

( BEURTFR> )

) fFE
AT, T

this old book store carries calligraphy and
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“WOERET ERNE

Seishin-do Bookstore Inside View

[EARBHISMBRESERE, ENNBRLEFTHEENER, XENFFETRALH
B, BEEREH=ARENRK, BMEMLEFMNEN. RFTHBRILHREOLTTEES N
ML, JEREFRNRITER (BEENRE, LFELHEEE ).

Books and texts line the narrow spaces inside this shop. Stacked neatly on the back shelves are
the wahon. Unlike modern books, wahon must be laid on the side or else they will be damaged.
The small tiles laid on the bottom of the shelves near the floor are a hidden stylish point (incidentally,

| have made them blue-green in the illustration, but in real life they are dark brown).
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Shop Notes 01

EdER

O1

1011 /1\2F 938 Ono-toen

otk : SEKGP3-8-12
BAFD : 1974F
. SHEEFIHFNNRE.

Address: 3-8-12 Yanaka, Taito-ku
Year built: 1974
Note: Used to sell handmade

fountain pens in the past.

‘L “‘Eﬂ % 275:th Sushi Noike

it . BEXSES3-2-3

BIAEM - 1945—19604F

8T FEENABRBZESNN “F
EARBES” FTHEN.

Address: 3-2-3 Yanaka, Taito-ku

Year built:

From about 1945 to 1960

Note: The finger puppets in the
display window were made
by Shokichi Finger Puppets
behind the shop.

030 - 031

T"“"‘ IIRAE mx)

Yamane Meat Shop (Demolished)

it . WREEFIKRAR3-43-9
BN - 19364
&iE /BB T19305F, NEEER LA,

Address:

3-43-9 Sendagi, Bunkyo-ku
Year built: 1936

Note: Founded in 1930, I\

the store is currently

being rebuilt and has
temporarily closed.

:;1

_ TEL 3821 -0l 7

‘L*‘* FHEREPZIE

Isetatsu Yanaka Honten

et . SEXBP2-18-9

BREN - 1970F01c

&5 "ALBETLXRE",
B REREEFRR,

Address:

2-18-9 Yatanaka, Taito-ku

Year built: Around 1970

Note: Open all-year round
for customers coming

from far away.



i&ﬁst{ﬂ
191_5_} F LIl S E Kikumi Rice Crackers Shop

fhlit : WEXFIHARI-37-16

BREFWD . 19778

B XRFTFSWEIFI1875F, SENGE
WRHIERR, MREREN.

Address: 3-37-16 Sendagi, Bunkyo-ku

Year built: 1977

Note: First opened in 1875, this long-established
shop’s specialty rice cracker is not round, but

square.

1:“““”#$Fﬁﬁ§ﬂ§ EXIE, MARLE )

Sakakibara Store (Closed/Private-house)

it - 127 (EERFAS)
RWES : 2042205/
& B, HEFSB@HE, 3{

WESHEEEHENR,

Address:

Secret (because it is a private

residence)

Year built: 1920s

Note: Apparently, when it was a
broom shop, department
stores such as Mitsukoshi

would buy wholesale here.

E@" “hE” KT

Tempura Hachimaki

it - FABKISBSEIT-19
BIRFH : 19275
BEFE: BIIPNELLZ LS, A
HRFAEGZ (1898—
1993 ) tﬂ%i_%ﬁ’]%
EEAI89FEE

@ o

a%c

Address:

1-19 Kanda Jimbocho, Chiyoda-ku

Year built: 1927

Note: Not only Edogawa Ranpo,
but Masuji Ibuse would come

here as well. His autographis __ il
here too. X gl

‘L*“‘ BaFRIE

Tsuruya Tailors

et OB K ERET -

BINFH : 1928F

B WSHESHREWE IS
BARAEEAA. ~x. BR
BRENTF2RUG.

Address:

1-3 Kanda Jimbocho, Chiyoda-ku
Year built: 1928

Note: As a used goods store, this
shop opens at 2 PM on Friday,
Saturday, Sunday, and national
holidays.

e RS
=d Seishin-do Bookstore

it : FREXSDESERIT2-24

BASEH : 2012505

BiE . XHENBIRFORF DN
EHINRIN S

Address:

2-24 Kanda Jimbocho, Chiyoda-ku

Year built: 1950s

Note: This charming building has
apparently been used as a

location for movies.
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" %% Yushima

1LY,

Hokkai Bakery

BEERE—RINEFRAN=HBE, LFHITERILS, REZREW., 4. 8. B=
B8EEE, UR— ﬁﬁﬁﬁikﬁ’ﬂi% B T IEHBIGRE S, REEERNBL/S
SFREREETES, Bt—R/AEAK, XRESHIFFIES LHEYERL.

Hokkai Bakery is a small sandwich shop near Yushima Station in the north side of Akihabara. This shop
is distinguished by its red, white, and blue eaves, as well as its lively plants. | sometimes see shops whose
plants have grown so much that they have become small jungles, and the front and balcony of this little
bakery are no exception.

NELSEELRHNERE, FEFATESN #ENBX=EI. BANEFELERR, —&H
MR, EXMEXEIER, B TELHRLER L,Ujﬁﬁ”ﬁ"‘“&’]nﬁ%iﬁﬂ?‘""‘ . 1BEPR L,
B XEILERINEZRNS IS T, BEE

U Zs
Roof with acrylic sheeting. Although it is not really UETHIEBRRZEN,

high-class, | like how roofs like this color the things

In-window airconditioning unit. As Japan gets really
underneath them when hit by the sunlight.

hot in the summer, | thought there will be units
like this everywhere, but air conditioning systems
connecting the inside and outside units by pipes
seem to be more common.

L
ﬁ%ﬁ%@iié%?%ﬂ’]h\@% Eal
BE=Es, ALUERTEm,

w08 o

EER®

A hand-written price list in the shop window. There
is a floral curtain in the foreground that is used as a

INNNTERE, BABKENLEREY, L
sunblind. L ART BN,

| always wonder how these small potted plants could
get this big and lively.

034 - 035
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(_#ME Akihabara )

HELZBIIES

Japan-US Transceiver Company ( Radio Garden )

XRBFZTMHHE, AFENHRKEFHITEH. £RRJBHKEKHR—F, BLxR
EHRT. RNB N EXN (0shENEER ) ISE. BTSRF FTERXGFEFHIER,
BHRIESRFE—HEBTHE,

This is an electric parts shop under the railway bridge in Akihabara. This famous area of Tokyo is filled

| IESIHD—ETE oW

with electronics, cheap items, and pop-culture such as anime and manga. One of the charms of this place
is that it is located under a railway bridge, so | drew it in the painting.

~

036 - 037



BE ‘E4B5E" 08, ‘TE4E5RE" B
HERBHOSH, TEXBLELLHER
THNE—RBRE—R., M9, TERRITHY
BEDNE—T. i, IREHREBE—R
TR B Y\ S 8EATE,

A sign reading “Radio Garden”. Radio Garden is the
collective name of the facilities, which once were a
group of stores selling radios and electric parts under
one roof. Currently, however, only this shop remains.
Incidentally, the shop next door is a famous pork

cutlet sandwich shop.

NNIFEFEEZY, MEEASTFNBRTH,

HPMaLNSEs— e,

There are many different electronic parts in small
boxes and containers. Some unusual parts that are
difficult to obtain now are also on sell.



_ #kPHE Akihabara Akihabara )

NE RS

Okasyou Linings&Buttons Shop

BEEEELHEER, EREHTEASHEFROAN, BE LEEEREEUNET.
FBXR, LIHESMAINIRERADN, SRLEBNSENSHE, 57 XEN/EUE,
ARBETITA

Many delightful buttons are crammed together in this shop, whose front is copper plated. The pillar of the
shop has a plate displaying its address. In Japan, addresses are not based on street names, and building

numbers can be rather random, so these plates are a huge help.

B ENFEEIEENRKR, WERNT, Rk XM EHNELERIIR ‘P TL,UBI
BT7AERNRT., XEFRRBSEEARANE (RS
#E, ZRETAFHRIER.

These parts are used as a storage for the sliding
The letters of this sign have been taken down window shutters called amado.

because there was a risk of falling. Now, only sad,
dark marks remain on the front of the building. |
recreated this based on a sketch made for us by the
owner.

MEE EEE 1182284087, —%, /&5
XUBITENERMBE FELE.

There is a sticker saying that November 22nd is

MACIETRE, HEERMAINTLE But‘cor‘] Day. The owner’s bicycle is peeking out from
the rain tarp.
Various kinds of buttons and threads are displayed in

huge cases.

038 - 039
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I

*AH@ Akihabara

lﬁ% 7I ﬁrl_El (BRI, WALE)

E b I h a ra S h 6te n (Closed/Private-house)

BERBERAR—RBEMHE., XE-—EAIRINTLY, WSELEENEH, —B
PDEURE, EEXRBTER. NTELBEXANERER. XRESIERIPNE
Eiﬁ%éﬂ?lﬂﬁ&lﬁ—mfﬁto

v

Ebihara Shoten was once a menswear fabrics shop. There was plan of demolition, but through the effort
of the current owner, part of the building was refurbished and currently maintains its original appearance.
Beautiful golden tile covers the front of the shop. This shop is located on the same street as Okasyou
Linings&Buttons Shop.

HHIMEE EBEEIR. [ERB TMLITHENT, BRE EAENmT

The light from the shop creates patterns through the
glass.

The beautiful pediment is covered in copper.

BEBETHTFE, XEBFMAFTR., F8
2 [8189[8]f% }HESZP*EE)‘JE%*ZJ%E)‘JJ X F1E
1§ "FHEER" X-EXBARR, BLeEY El‘?J:?ﬁ%%%LUVJ\B’J{WETLBBJ(% %ELFEE
AiE, EKEWRIFET. 0%, FERARBET 03

BEREEH.

A sign in Latin script letters is quite unusual in Japan.

The weird spacing of the letters matches the syllables
in the Japanese pronunciation of the store name:
“E-BI-HA-RA". This will give a headache to all those
people who know what the word “kerning” means.

040 - 041

There was a small roll-up roof shading the entrance,
but it was taken down during the recent renovations.
You can still see the metal support elements on the
facade.






MEFHO—WMEZE o

(_ %M@ Kanda )

REFPE
Sakae-ya Milkhall

MR BATHEST "RRERAR BRMEOALESHERONEISHRR, BE
BEEFD. REFDPERASLHABENHEY, FRETHNENRIF, EELSTH
ZREBHROADT  HPZEEERHNRE, SEEH, FERNAYRESR, %,

A milk hall is the name given to cafes where people could drink milk, which spread nationwide under a
policy of strengthening the Japanese physique. Currently operating as a restaurant, only the name "Milk
Hall” remains here. This shop has many delightful details, including a line of rice balls at the takeout

counter, the metal post-box, and realistic fake food samples on display.

BRLEE "BE - N RE". FWES, W
SERECHKTRENEHNNEREGENEE
BERS LEKARBEEAAN “FPE" FH,

As the sign, which reads “Light Meals & Café Sakae-
ya“, says, this is currently a restaurant serving ramen
and curry, but the noren curtain has the words Milk
Hall in big letters.

Eﬂ)ﬂ‘]%;&:?ﬂi% ?EEL&IZI?Dﬁ1 S ER G,
LEE/NEBIIT LRI, & ALRE X

80, GEEERE, EENNREBNBEE
AHEEB S,

A display featuring some things you can buy on the
go, like onigiri (rice-balls). There is a small sliding
window above the display so you can get takeout
without entering the shop. There are also some
small toys and maneki-neko (lucky cat) beckoning
customers in.

042 - 043

EEH ENER,
E—EHMNE,
e,

EREE
UFrERESFIIRZENE

TERTRE, M

The copper coating on the front of this shop almost
completely lost its green color. The wall on the
left side is new. Perhaps it was replaced when the
adjacent building was demolished.

X i%?”ﬁ%ﬁi?%%’l\rﬁ%iﬁﬁBK#‘%@B‘J%TE
. BRAREXRERBE LB DA
*anm, FHAE, BEREIBOPHS R,

Maybe this is not the most Japanese feature of the
building, but I'm kind of like the fizzy drink sign
printed on metal. | don't know why, but they give a
nostalgic retro vibe.
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MEFHD—WMEZE  Mrod

Ni7 Nlngyocho

/IF',:I = Edo-ya

XREEERNEBLET1718F, EXBURNEHEFRHELRHEANT.
IPHAXBEETELEBAER, HELIGHABIERAXERT. EFFK, XBEHED
THHRIBRERIL, SN ( BEAL ) TFTHEHRBE, BROKAF.

Founded in 1718, this specialty brush shop stands out as having the longest history of any in this book.

'R,

Ouring the £do Period it was a hake (Japanese-style brush) shop but started selling Western-style brushes
in the Meiji Period. Recently, their makeup brushes for women are popular as well. The front of this shop
(and the inside, too!) was painstakingly renovated, so it looked almost brand new when we came to take
photos.

XESEFYHERE, BT —IRERE! HEAERENEFETR, BFERBICHRIPXY.

These weird vertical elements are made to look like
bristles of a brush!

This building also had a plaque stating that it has
been registered by the city as an important cultural
property.

[EENXER L, RESASHORT.
THIEBIER

TS

FEEBNRIFNHRERRRE. KIgHHBLInEES. REBENEREEEHEDk

Inside the shop there were many kinds of brushes
hanging from the ceiling. Hand-made brushes
of this type have to be stored in a well ventilated
environment.

044 - 045

BB, BREAZIES, RE “EBES",

This huge curtain with the shop logo is put outside
in good weather to protect the interior from direct
sunlight. It's called hiyoke noren, or anti-sun curtain.
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116] chiiiftkzl =4t
Chuo-butsuryu Inc.

PRAYFHRAEHRE—RBIELNET., FERSIATEN, ERHEEEANTE. MEE
WBE—TERZL, ERMEEERANYF., BEEEEEARMZBNTIIE. AD
SATHBFEHRE, EEMERET —RETER.

Chuo-butsuryu Inc. is a freight company. The forklift stowed inside the store was what caught my eye

first. The next was the sheer number of characters on the sign. In front is the District Land Transport
Bureau License, and at the entrance is a thick metal plate making it easier for vehicles to enter.

“HEMNRRSHEZL, &R ?%J_%Dﬁ)zii RENBAKIZE, BETRDAEED, B
Mo —8o, UTFRRENEHFINEETHN. EeNRERTHEBDEANEWRBIFEFMmR

This weird shape here is part of the roofing material B,

running along the side of the building. This is A coin-operated parking lot was put up after the

probably a leftover feature from the shop next door building next door was demolished. This is a bumper

that was demolished. to protect the shop from cars coming in and out.

FENEENTE, ﬁ”TEE%buT% T b E AN TR SRR, BBETHIE
EEUADRRE, ERENTK. FE AN, DHABEXENKEREXESE, B85
A forklift parks in a small building. | simply had to NERZR "RERHRNBE" LB “ATHE"

paint this. There is a brightly lit office space deeper ( R DK EREE, BFER ).

insicle the building; A plastic bottle full of water. There are many theories

as to why people put them near the buildings. The
most common ones are that they serve as cheaper
traffic cones or as a cat repellent (though a surprising
number of cats are fine with them).
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MEFHO—WFZE  {loR

(" AFET Ningyocho )

”H“%J:‘” ( ) AR ) %-%9@@?1783&8"]7]%%%%% 22’“‘71,\\ BT, %Mﬁn

TRBDER . 1975&%%59‘, 9#%@%1'%1%m?é&9’9&$¥. FEEESB?WHE%D{%%}EB’\J%#**EE%
HIRECHTIFENEN G,

UBUKEYA is a blade specialty shop established in 1783. It sells knives, scissors, shaving razors, tweezers,
and more. Originally from Osaka, this shop expanded to Tokyo (Edo) in the 19th century and settled at its
current location 60 years after that. The exterior maintains its original appearance when it was renovated
in 1975; however, the shop still uses the original inside display shelves and the traditional umbrella-like
ceiling to this day.

; ™ T i

XRMANBRERIRREE! BEXNBHIAM,
BRER AWEE,  HEAREHNNFEESE ")

e (RBERNERIBRENEGEALE ). &
ERnl, tETE~ERERAHNET, B

[EEHEE, B?ZJ’UE ZS(<K,IP%T“RFL
m) BRXABRETHSENRGTH, CRT
LB ERHE . FRR, RSN ASEERSP,

Oisplayed at the front is A Comparison of the

Tasteful and Elegant Specialties of Edo. Created
during the Meyji Restoration, this book featured a
list of recommended shops. Of course, Ubukeya is
listed.

EENEeRNNSNEE+SEE. AKX
M, MEHLHS,

These heavy, dark brown sliding doors require some
effort to pull open. It's a proper entrance for a shop
like this.

048 - 049

BB,

This huge sign is so gorgeous! The weathered wood,
copper-covered roof, carved stand, and green letters
reading U * BU - KE - YA (read from right to left, as
with most old Japanese signs). Stylish lamps light up
the sign in the evening.

MEEUBENER,

BEZR, ENDONEMIT

There was a bonsai apple tree with small apples on it
outside the shop while we were scouting the location.

“REE" TIJEH uBukevA

B¢, BAS2HY
P E BB RN EPH
I, —BEE
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| ity ,

| 1, . %E Kotobuki-do
EER—XNUTKEXEHHNEZANRFH., EHREREEEYN, REEHENSRAINRFLU

S, EEBT BB, HEFNFOERDY ., ENOEERKNES, MHEKNESTE
EES—N.

Kotobuki-do is a traditional Japanese sweets shop in Suitengumae. The display window features not only
the Japanese sweets, but dolls and flowers decorated for the season. At the main entrance to the shop is
a long noren curtain which is actually quite rare.

e s e e e e e o /
EROZ, XRTENEREE, REPTELL NMEETMLE, —RBEE—B%E, RERXMMNE
BEBHT. IEBELARDEIENER, T REER,

BENMLEBRKERR,

| like how the front of the shop gets narrower and
This lantern is sadly no longer there — only the support narrower with each floor.
bar remains. | managed to find some old photos online

to recreate it in my illustration.

¢ dnm >
CRETENERSEREOIMSIEREE, R
BB TR,

3 Y o
XEZBED., FEHENSABERL, 2

E—RE MR ZRBIEL R,

The red window frames look fantastic on the blue-
gray front of the shop.

It's a service door. The wonderful sweets are made

on the first floor in the back and on the second floor.
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( =#a1 Mitsukoshimae )

1119 j(ﬂiﬂ: Taisho-ken

AMHARBEAFN—RPEE. EFERBHNRRESFERINE LREEE, B%
SIRRZITAKREEXEAR. BEE, BRBEENENSSRAEHNERD, HEY
RBEZ BA BT IMENRES.

Taisho-ken is a Chinese restaurant in Nihonbashi. Built in an office area, this retro shop really stands out,

so many people take photographs while passing or sketch pictures of it. At first, the front of the shop was
on the left side of the building, but after many renovations it reached its current layout with the entrance

facing the bigger street.

EHENEFBEER/ERME, BNEENR. JUBEXEN LR, REWSNFCSH
BERRIES TR 6T HI IR 7R R K9, Wiz, BEFILZ#, MWEIRLEHEESER Y

This shop’s golden letters are no longer there, taken ERAE.

down for fear of earthquakes. | painted them based This is an exit to the roof. While the restaurant
on old photos the owner showed me from when the is currently surrounded by towering buildings, it
restaurant first opened. probably had a nice view when it opened.

KBS ERME R, RIESFRREBRNAZ MEEBNPRERERITEBRXE.
WP EEBERBINTHE,

A folding umbrella stand for rainy days.
Based on the owner’s photos, | also added this
Chinese-looking pattern that was originally around
the sign.
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Shop Notes 02

EHER

02

*ﬁi@ﬂ JEBBEKELS Hokkai Bakery

etk . FABXIMNSEE-9-3

BIAEW : 19505

&E BB ZFLIY 8T,
BF&REBENEERE
BiE.,

ot 1 hie e ) AL

Address:

6-9-3 Sotokanda, Chiyoda-ku

Year built: 1950

Note: The name Hokkai comes
from the fact that the
original owner was from
Hokkaido(dt:&83&).

‘L"H"’“‘ X & B iR HIE

Okasyou Linings&Buttons Shop

et : FBXBMBET2-15

BRNEM : 19285

B EAEBSENMELLYT
THHORERRLEZL.

Address:

2-15 Kanda Sudacho, Chiyoda-ku
Year built: 1928

Note: The sight of the warping

ceiling under its own weight

Is a must-see.

-
nlm.a

i i
£ |ibnininl i i
5

054 - 055

‘L - ARITEBIES

Japan-US Transceiver Company (Radio Garden)

ihht . FREBXGEADBET -

BFFEM : 1947551/

BiF  AERSIHTNE,
X E,

REEKMH RO

Address:1-25 Kanda Sudacho, Chiyoda-ku
Year built: Around 1947
Note: This shop has many diehard fans who always pay a

visit when they come to Akihabara.

‘L!’é?* BERBE exs nans)

Ebihara Shoten (Closed/Private-house)

it - FRBXHEHMABE2-13
BINFW : 19285
B BA—H#OMIR, TS

Zhh=E !

Address:

2-13 Kanda Sudacho, Chiyoda-ku

Year built: 1928

Note: Lift up the flooring on the first
floor, you will see an old bomb
shelter in the basement!




‘1"’1“‘1; TREFNE
.~ Sakae-ya Milkhall

it : FRAXSBSH2-11-7

Eﬁfﬂﬁ 20tHC20E R =305 R
* FERHBFANFE §
S8, HEREEE

Address:

2-11-7 Kanda Tacho, Chiyoda-ku
Year built: 1920s to 1930s

Note: The ramen at this retro,

Showa-style shop is exquisite!

‘hﬂgﬁ chou ikt et

) Chuo-butsuryu Inc.

ok PREAME2-5-6

BINEF : 19304

B FEBTER
BEERINRE,

=i E,

Address: 2-5-6 Irifune, Chuo-ku

Year built: 1930

Note: Usually, not only is there a
small forklift parked in the
building, but also a small

truck!

t@* HFE Kotobuki-do

it PRXBRFAFRE2-1-4
BHEMD : 19265F519275F
& EARERENSS.

Address:

2-1-4 Nihonbashi Ningyocho,
Chuo-ku

Year built: Around 1926 or 1927

Note: The scent of cinnamon

wafts through the shop.

TTJ L P E Edo-ya

folik . PRX B AFAE
Se12-16

BINGFD : 19255

g FELENERY
B 3000fp!

Address:

2-16 Nihonbashi Odenmacho,
Chuo-ku

Year built: 1925

Note: Roughly 3,000 kinds of

brushes are on sell!

t “BRERE” TIEH UBUKEYA

eht - PREBAFAFEI3-9-2

BRFR:1927F (1975F 52 )

B EROELBE, "EXE,
REEFHNSEANES

Address:

3-9-2 Nihonbashi Ningyocho,

Chuo-ku

Year built: 1927 (Rebuilt in 1975)

Note: The shop’s slogan is, “The only
items at Ubukeya that won't
break are our tweezers and our
bonds with customers”.

E@w ABEEF Taishs-ken

ttbdit : X HAHAET1 -3~

BINEW : 1957F805

i BR, BFOEFG
BHRLAE,

Address:

1-3-3 Nihonbashi Honcho,

Chuo-ku

Year built: Around 1957

Note: It is said that the window
railing used to be a vivid
vermillion in the past.
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I MERHS—NE Moo

([ %® Asakusa )

X5 H 2 EGERRRER

Okazoe Otolaryngology&Ophthalmology

BRERUTAXE, HEEFLERRLE. BFRFOMIRSITH, TRERREL
EE X, LEEHEN, EEETLBEEANEEENT. BEENGT . BENRE,
HEBYPZE!

This clinic is located in Nishi-asakusa and is visited by many locals. | like its unique facade, so | decided to
feature it here. Also, | just love those huge, golden yellow letters on the second story window. Such a nice

detail and a lot of fun to paint!

XEREWRBENIERZE, SHIVEHBHOEMER AR, %?EUHAK@*M MR E BT B
EERELERTSR—. S0, B—EATES HEERR, URBERIABESERRM,
ZEvERHEMNLER, ERIEE LLBNOERET

. - e K | is clini i

SIS BRRSE FET. ana t.od me that the shape of’tl'ns clmxcl make/s it
looks like a pulled tooth. | guess it does, a little. It's a

This roll-up roof was added later and extends shame this small clinic specializes in ears and eyes.

throughout the entire shopping street where this
shop is located. | was hesitate if | should paint it here,
but decided to feature it because of the plants and
its interesting design.

FeHENE~8RUE—F, E~AEE2
JBAE B0 B I AR A A ﬁ‘ﬁ?’x‘%m&%tﬂﬁﬁﬁﬂu
ML BHENEHEREN, PRX—FHS

E—BHBOHFLENNERE, HRRBE, _ , |
XEEEOEEREREE ARRTET LS The time schedule has its own stand with a metal

frame and glass front. | appreciate the fact that it is
not just a paper or plastic sign on a wall.

This part is not covered with tile, but glass blocks.
Thick yet translucent, these blocks are rather stylish.
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I MER-He—le o

(_ %% Asakusa )

HAEWVR ..

ZabUton KOiZU mi (Demolished)

EREHEE "EERD", WBEBX BB K LO9LR,
ETARZNEZREENERABER, WABHNF/TREEBXIRAE, RUBEREEREN
BEAm., THREMUNER, tENFHIFERMNEEMRLE, MEKLENERRE

M FRIEK, BUEBENEK L., BRREEELRE, BREGHEANM.

This is a zabuton (Japanese cushion used for sitting on the floor) specialty shop. In Asakusa, where_this

shop is located, there are many Japanese-style restaurants and pubs, so perhaps there is high demand for

zabuton cushions. The signs on either side appear to be quite old. The letters are not printed on the white

plastic, but cut out and pasted to the base. | like this sign despite its faded colors.

b
S

DO XS KIEEEF, ESHIOK!

| simply love to paint storefronts with bold, huge,
contrasting letters!

ST T W B W G SRS YR rmay,
‘ N —
w ey

L8 . S o sy

KFBEEN, RLBTHNERRERY.

The bag is filled with sponge-like fillers for the
zabuton.

060 - 061

EAHS=BXE . —BUEEFEAR ; KBS
N—ERBEBHEANIEE ; 2E—EESH
ARERE, UFBETXREIFARFEANOKE,

The interior of this shop has three floor levels: a
part you could enter with your shoes on, a raised
workspace with a tatami mat, and an even higher
raised part, probably only for staff.

[ERl—minkE XKLL,

A water faucet is installed at the edge of the shop.

[EUL T XE, KMERAKMIEC
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( T%E Moto-asakusa )

sEHTRMEIZA

KIKUYABASHI Camera Corner

XREZBENNEH —WHES, EUTIEEN—/H, EERRcETSHEFREEREN
SPFIAF I, JIMEEB—HISENERILKBERP,

As the name suggests, this camera shop sits on a corner facing a large street. It is on Kappabashi Dogu

Street along with many cooking utensil shops. | especially like the vertical stripe of the blue tiles on the

outer wall.

FESIER - e \

1&’.& ¥

ﬁ% 4/
1 _¥FI

Y w oo tuN ""x:';-"*—x '”

XBEASE—MRY, 2EBEA30EF. O BEELBFRATEMETHMERIET, 28R

BEROE, EATEABEER, RRHEEE 184 R AEEIFRR,

HE, CEL, BEERKTEERRORI,

56 EREE FEINEEMAEE.

There were some really gorgeous, vintage cut-glass
lamps and brand signs in the display window.

There was a different logo here — a photography

company’s mark. Unfortunately, because the logo is
old and no longer used by the company, | was not
allowed to feature it. | decided to replace it with the
shop’s original logotype which was identical to the
one we actually found underneath the green marquee.

IEEE&TEB’J‘“”“J:B??H%B”F# 1BIEFOEBAEM
EF, NMENLFERRLIERER.

The front window was full of shelves with photos,
frames, cameras, and more, so that it was almost

\ / impossible to see the inside.
REENEERME T BRRNE, EEENISH
DINER,

The vertical stripe made of deep blue tiles makes this
shopfront really stand out.
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(" ##1 Kuramae |

SHERIBEL ..

Kanemasu-ya Rubber Store o

EMEBRRERE—RSKEEZS, 2018F4BAUTEERREM AT L, 2BEIHTES
BX, NELFBoORNBELRET . SSNEFESHRERITRAENL, FEBE RO
[EXE, MEERNBRXZAENBHEENE. XPFASCENRITERERHEZNNE
KEFE,

Balloon specialty shop Kanemasu-ya Rubber used to operate in the toy wholesaling town of Asakusabashi

(it has since moved to Sumida-ku). The upper half of the storefront is extraordinary. The high windows
and arches create a modern European ambiance. The Japanese gold lettering of the sign makes it even

more interesting,

IEHL%%@%%@@*@IEEB’JEBB% EIEHE MGHEAA], BNEE/LFTLU-EER,
RMEANEH LSRR,

These doors can slide over to the right, opening up

With its bright yellow and green sunroof, the shop almost the entire front of the shop.
really stands out in the busy street.

EAESENRBRRLE, I@B’J—T— EE“B&
ERSRERT AENEEASK, HERIE YEHE

B, SEAAEL/L, BEEXRT FULTEFS
KRR SR.

Quite worn out, this sign was almost illegible.

This store used to be filled with enormous, colorful
balloons. Now that the store will be relocated, there
are only a few of them left. In this illustration, | recre-
ated a fun shop filled with balloons, how it would
have been while it was open.
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M&EHFH

( B® Tsukishima )

2 4 *E*‘TE Uemura-ya

—@LL "XEFER" (—HLEMSRNBEARERAER ) EENABMKX, 219HLI0FR
HBIEBMAN, HBENEH. BEFMUEERENE, ERETFLAETH (BX
EROIHVREX )XNENER, ENEERXF—RERVIRE. SERTEHETR,
AR RARI WSS,

Known for monja-yaki, Tsukishima is a relatively new town, built on reclaimed land in 1890s. Not only are
there food and drink establishments, but many shops teeming with a friendly, working-class atmosphere.
Here in Tsukishima is Uemura-ya, a small fabric store. In addition to selling kimonos, the shop can also do
araibari (stretching pieces of a kimono on boards to dry after they have been washed and starched).

EFBE EOLERESH, HHRRABERNE XRUTHERTRUESHNE, MREESHIE

FHE%F, B, THREXENENEET SR, RRSHINE

The background of the gold lettered sign had an AREE, RELCINEREE,

intriguing texture. It looked like cast metal with This sign was not actually on the side of the shop but
squares grooved in different directions. in front of it, obscured by leafy plants. However, |

liked the shape of it, so | placed it in the illustration.

[EEEENEFEEERENTER., . o i
The banner standing by the side of the shop had a BRSRET, ANARERT —8NSE, RBE
beautiful, deep navy color. FEENIKE, BRAOTUBBIIAENRE.

While we were there, location hunting, there actually
was a small car parked behind these sliding doors.
You can just see it there.
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MER-H—IE it

S I=1=1—8 (_ % Tsukudajima

205 (MRS

Tsukuda-ya Liquor Shop

MEESR—RHELEANELBE, BEHXBS5HIE®, ES5E BB, X—FE
BAEEARE, ERMNXIXERNZE, BEERNE EESLELNEEIEZROE
NgF, ERXE—RMEFGR, EEERINAE—BB,

Tsukuda-ya is an old liquor shop. Although in the neighboring area, Tsukudajima is located in a little

bit more lively area than the neighboring Tsukishima. When | visited to take photographs, children were
sitting on the ground in front of the shop next door eating snacks. This lively environment makes the store

even more charming.

fBE CRIBEXRY. liLlZmb;Erﬁf‘E;%%gaﬁE
T, PHRTUSIANEXREEFTNER. XF
NEE, SRILABIIEEIER,

Oetails like these clothes are what give these shops
a strong flavour of life. I'm really happy when | find
details like this.

MBLELNBEFSIERE., HEHORE, RS

ZRBISRLIEF., XREIEEEHEE, O
2R NE!

A rather old sign advertising telephone and telegram
services! | saw it several times before on my walks, so

| was very excited to feature a shop with one in this
book!

068 - 069

XENTHEEBANEH. L8P +9ER,
ELE, EHBEETFERNBEEREETE
MERLE.

This is a common sight on old Japanese shops and
houses — a balcony added later to the building,
supported only by the roof. Here, it stands directly
on the kawara ceramic tiles.

Ilﬁuﬁfﬁgi%ﬂ’]fﬁ%%ﬂ{ﬂgﬁ

There are a lot of hand written notices and price lists
in front of the door.
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He (fB% Tsukudajima D)

6 9%# Tenyasu

XE2—RHEBOMBENE, FLF1837F, “BE" EWDEH%QFEB‘JEIK%%/J\UF &
ARENEBSNEER. Nea—X0988, bREMBS— FBE’J%%%? XS £ B9 A
HESRRSIAZL, BEEESEHBETENRIUNIF, EEBHFEIIOL PEE L
e,

Tenyasu is a famous tsukudani shop opened in 1837. Tsukudani is made of clams or small fish boiled
in soy sauce and sugar till they are sweet and salty, and is a specialty of Tsukudajima, where this shop
is located. The shop sign was resting on two lion-like wooden figures similar to the statues in front of
temples (guardian lions) or the Shiisa from Okinawa.

BANBBESSHRNEYEE, TERER XEABURNFBEERPEGERABENE
HBETE. Bz—. LwBIMBMI 98I, REELIE
There was a small stone lantern (tourou) hiding HBSSSHEmNBR, AFLENRZZEE
behind the plants and the huge hiyoke noren curtain. TR,

It is one of the most decorated roofs in the shops
featured in this book, with splendid rain gutters and
family crest tiles designed with gorgeous patterns.

Fine craftsmanship is evident.

EROBAAREEASWAIKE L, BEOKE

s T i, XtRBELH IEEHENE
BREIER. 3RAXEEEGH. RIHEENRE
RELEH, BERKBBREITMERER,

KIBEIPSIREER £, %é%f%aﬁﬁﬁﬁ -
. REASESHE,. RTIXRABRKEBHEN
wooden shopfront and the modern hoses and tub is 3 S G ) p 2]
something | often see in this series. Yes, the shop is REEANAHEBRRY, FERRRELR,
beautifully designed and rustic, but one can see it is A huge hiyoke noren curtain with the shop name

in use every day. TEN - YASU printed on it. | like the hiyoke noren,
but modern print on a rubberized fabric reflects light

The contrast between the traditionally Japanese

and spoils the effect a little.
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T RBEHE.. ..

Yaj | m a P h OtO H 0 U S e (Closed/Private-house)

XHESEEFRENZRN, B1918FR—ERFRIBIE. FIERET2013FX(], i
EEFABBEATHFHMREESFNER. IMESVBUEARR, B REHRBEN T MK
TE®E,

With its European ambiance, this building has been used as a photo studio since 1918. Though the shop

closed in 2013, the building itself has been preserved in good condition. The exterior was originally
boarded with wood, but has been refurbished in tiles.

HMBIEBESINRE, EEFMED

B,
DEEFET. REAME LRIONKERR,
HREXTELRTIER.

Unfortunately, the front sculpture was missing when
we came during our location hunting. | recreated
it the best | could based on some photos | found
online.

XMEETEIRNAE S EANTE, BREB
ANEBFNERAOL (LUFKFRENES ).
BEABISIMERKHIRE!

This kind of double, symmetrical light fixture was
used a lot above entrances of Japanese shops and
houses (most were installed horizontally). | like the
retro look of it!

072 - 073

TerEMSMANELSE (UTHEFERLSN

KELED ), ARXKRET HIPREER

By TERNZTHHBE.

The red roof and European-style cornice (a flat,
protruding part above a wall or roof) make the
multiple style building even more diverse.

-~

PHNEELIFERRBIRE,
AR, BESERIRLHREZF,
TIEABBS .

=] Eﬁﬂj BT
BEIME IR

This copper sign, already turned green and black
with oxidation, is placed on metal frames and casts
some really attractive shadows onto the facade.
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( 4tF £ Kita-senju

ZILBEA - HE—THIE
Dosanko Senju-Tchome

Xe—x{EE, UFAERASILFEHRNBULE L, KEXRODESERRSESH
TeR, ER—AKRE. (FEN, REETEXEOR, RELREERINSBESE
B AR REERU IR

This is a ramen shop on a shopping street in Kita-senju, located on the east side of Tokyo. | had a lot
of fun painting the main sign of this restaurant with its logo and white letters on a red background. |
used masking fluid for the letters and tried to recreate the warm look of the sign when it is lit up in
the evening.

(HAE), [EHESEBOERIRES S EL%1H¥T¥LEW?§% B R—RILE
B, XMEBFHERMAEE, BF LT HEMTARBRMESINEBE.
FOLURE, AIENSSIHBILIET.,

| wonder what was attached here. Probably it was
Bearing the shop logo and name, this noren is put a sign that could be found while walking down the
out when the restaurant is open but can be easily shopping street.
taken down. The supports can fold as well, so the
front rolling shutter can be brought down.

HPZEBEO LHEERE, FXT ISR

The tiles below the takeout counter really have a

ENORENITERILABS, BEMEA, FiE
ERIBISE.

deep, beautiful red color!

| really like the lights of this storefront. They create a
distinctly warm and nostalgic atmosphere.

PRSI TR > )
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L_ZJL& ZILBE A - F{E—T BIE Dosanko Senju-1chome

076 - 077



"ZIGBEA - HE-THE ZERE

Dosanko Senju-1chome Inside View

EARNFRILA—EEN, EREUE ENEE. #FE], MHEANTXLNVNIEE,
BRELLHIXENBE, XR—XATEFRBBLEERNNEE, XEHET —X,
The interior really gives the feeling of a city ramen shop. | like the cozy ambiance and have drawn

a sketch of it once before. For this illustration, | checked the interior in more detail during our
location hunting and painted it again.



| MERF-He—0  fifeod

bF1E Kita-senju

219 &tk .
| R ..-1 Funaaki
A2 TFAEMXNEEE, EEFTHED "BREAEE” RS, XKREFLW

F1917F, BREELZAXGEREOEAMRELFET ., BFEKRETHBR, SO
. BEFEL L LESHHE,

Funaaki is a tsukudan/ shop in Kita-senju. The shop is also renowned for its homemade grilled eel. The
shop opened in 1917, but the wooden building is probably even older. Not only the building itself, but
the sliding doors at the entrance, the display windows, and a lot of smaller, carefully crafted details make
the shop front more interesting.

XRMBHERNEBE, RELETBEEIEXS NOENNEE EEE, REAMEERMLM
WEiRE, BRI FERETAE. Z28, PAERBRT . BERABEEREY
This huge, historic sign has lost almost all its letters, a1,

even though it is protected from rain by copper | really like the wooden display window on the right
covering on the top. side of the entrance. The wood is weathered, almost

white in places, but looks more special. The insides
of the display window also have beautifully carved
wooden panel.

HBRENES, “RNBEFPMNELTRENS.

The room on the second floor is protected from
direct sunlight by two sudare, or reed screens.

A PEHIRFLENEES “HK" —F,

The sliding doors have two kanji characters of the
shop’s name carved into the middle bar.

078 - 079
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MEHFHo— 0l

JbF{E Kita-senju )

HEDIA

Kiku-ya Motors

FEDLEZILEEARHKEE—
EBRRBETET,
RIASFLERENERENNSE.

Kiku-ya Motors originally sold cars and motorbikes. Now it operates as a bicycle shop on Kita-senju
Shopping Street along with Dosanko and Funaaki. The word “motors” in its name and the high ceilings

suggest its original use.

KBl L,
HEELEREBH "Bk

D e
EVXTESHETEER, NERNTEER
. FilFRERINLEN.

o '&

I like the retro bicycle logo. The shop used to sell
cars and motorbikes once, so this must have been
added more recently.

\
N

E\]ﬁH@T’in’ﬁiZ%B’]é

. WROgEbIES
tﬁ%lztH%EE‘]J%@%&%D&%’J‘E‘JKBE%?%u

Both sides of the shopfront were covered in shiny
metal. | tried to recreate as best | could the way the
metal reflects the surrounding landscapes and light.

080 - 081

TANRTMITS|E. FRSTEE, BEATLUE
XEBBRS, BASOBTER, BT L8O
Mems,

An old style, coin-operated compressor you can use
if your tires feel flat. Here, a ¥50 coin lets you fill
your tires with air for 80 seconds.

X IR IBRE K L.Sfuiﬁzéﬁf la# B —W,
B ERENTATE,

ETE

This sign is placed perpendicular to the street,
making it easy for people walking down the shopping
street to read it.

XEBEFRAEE[ENELENEH, W

T —EERBSRER, ERELE AMKE R
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[ A®BA Kiyosumi-shirakawa )

INBZ R
Kojima Pharmacy

HECNNIR/NREZEERS, RAED, NMZFRTULELEEER., BRIEERE
BEHBINORAEL, WSERLAT . BEE, BNERAED, ABEULBET—T.
EEESHS, BUHLNSSHIBREETRS R, N\RESIEREBED, BUET

LHEHBREN—T=ZA (K. 2FFHB0EE ) —XRBEE, BUEIETNITARER
SFYIE,

The elephant figure to the right of the shop is a coin-operated moving children’s play-thing called Sato-
Chan Mover. Apparently, it used to be a common sight at drug stores, but you cannot find them these
days. When we were location hunting, we tried actually putting in a coin to make it move. With its theme
song playing loudly throughout town at dusk, Sato-Chan swaying, and the three adults (me, my wife Kana
and the editor) innocently taking pictures, we must have been quite an odd sight to passers-by.

- J

[EROBE L, REBEHNAFT. BBEERE BErEERBI, TUBIXESEE TR,
e, ftfnREECER—EEaREFEA

There is a metal railing on the wall. | guess a big sign
was attached here at some point.

A big sign with huge, fun-to-paint letters. Since the
letters here are white on a colored background, |

had to use the masking fluid to make them nice and
clean.

EIELARD, XEFNHF2LENER,
MmEELENER.

Closer inspection confirmed that the front of this
shop is not made of brick, but red tile.

g |

HEBZMRNEHERY. EXNLATTLL
BEAFPHNERNEE,

Vending machines selling contraceptives. There is a
power outlet above them.

082 - 083
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Shop Notes 03

EHEE

03

1970 MinE & IRMRFRF =R
<12 Okazoe Otolaryngology&Ophthalmology

it . 8ERXAXE2-25-12

BIFEFEM : 19695

& FeHNEEER—FHOE
HhiE, 2E—NUHNENSE.

Address:

2-25-12 Nishi Asakusa, Taito-ku
Year built: 1969

Note: The physician has an excellent

reputation in the neighborhood. -

155" MBS
! KIKUYABASHI Camera Corner

it . BRKTEES-7-19

BAER . 19615

& T ARELEE "7
BER, KIBRA.

Address: 4-7-19 Asakusa, Taito-ku

Year built: 1961

Note: A surprisingly big statue of a
chef stands atop the nearby
building.

e e e
214 H8HE Uemura-ya

it : PREXBB3-3-3

BIAEM . 19565

& EAUREZIDTORE
NEIRFRBE.

Address:

3-3-3 Tsukishima, Chuo-ku

Year built: 1956

Note: There are many customers,

including tea ceremony
masters and Ginza clerks.

084 - 085

B AAMEYNR (mx)
12~4J Zabuton Koizumi (Demolished)

fbht . SRR E2-9-1 L
BAFWH : 20HL60FEN
& UBEFET2018ERE.

Address:

2-9-1 Matsugatani, Taito-ku

Year built: 1960s

Note: Unfortunately, the building

was torn down in 2018,

3"{”@” EMEREK (mx)
~ =~ Kanemasu-ya Rubber Store (Demolished)

Bl : SERESH3-20-13
RUEH 19514
B UEFEEBXT), EEELP! |

Address: 3-20-13 Asakusabashi, Taito-ku

Year built: 1951

Note: This shop has moved to Tachikawa in |
Sumida Ward and is doing well!

el e
24@ HETE Tsukuda-ya Liquor Shop

ibdik : PRX{E1-2-8
BINEMN : 1912—19265F
i . BYBIKHDEER.

Address:

1-2-8 Tsukuda Chuo-ku

Year built: Between 1912 to 1926

Note: The well on the opposite g
side of the road is still in

use today.




O]Emsauﬂ

2|6/ K% Tenyasu

btk : PRXMEI-3-14

BREMN 19278

i XHRENBNRER,
REERIPEENRE,

Address:

1-3-14 Tsukuda, Chuo-ku

Year built: 1927

Note: This charming building »
was used as a model for a

famous manga.

‘L“"‘*%ﬁtiﬁﬁk - HE—THIE

Dosanko Senju-1Chome

et - 2 XF{ET-23-11
BREM: 19505715 ( FHBE )
B RSB T LUUIEFIR

HES.

Address:

1-23-11 Senju, Adachi-ku

Year built: Around 1950?

Note: You can buy Spring Rolls
and Fried Gyoza at the
take-out counter.

g
30| FE DX Kiku-ya Motors

it EYEFE1-21-10

BAEW : 20tHL250FLSH

& mRENSTENRR (B
X, B19EL70FRLE |
HETELEMBITN., [

Address:

1-21-10 Senju, Adachi-ku
Year built: Late 1950s
Note: The large wheel in the store's

logo was developed in the

1870s as a wheel for racing.

‘@j@j KXBERIE exs ane)

Yajima Photo House (Closed/Private-house)

it . SFRERFA-1-25

BWNEM : 19185

i PEXIBHIEER1930
FHEM.

Address:

4-1-25 Negishi, Taito-ku

Year built: 1918

Note: Modern tilings on the
shopfront were added in
1930.

tjﬁ BffFK Funaaki

Moht . 2K FE2-52

BAES 1917528

i FEREEENEBE/NE
“gik", 2RNHaeR L
BEesmmaey.

Address: 2-52 Senju, Adachi-ku

Year built: Before 1917

Note: The year-end limited specialty
is suzume-yaki, a small crucian

carp baked in sauce.

ik TARKES3-3-30
BINEFD - 192845
BE: RERXFEAMEZE
T2t "RRHEEH
TREE" 2—.

Address:

3-3-30 Kiyosumi, Koto-ku
Year built: 1928

Note: One of the Tokyo municipal

residences with storefronts
built after the Great Kanto
Earthquake.
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I ME=E0—84t 1

El 2 '}"Li*i Maruzen-sya

AEHE—RER, RTHEEWRE. BELUS, RULERFMAOE., EIEEEDER
BRIEN, LEETX—xR, BHEEXRY, CE2—BEES FI/IEHERERE,

Maruzen-sya is a fountain pen shop in Akabane. Not only do they sell fountain pens and brush pens, but

are currently renowned for their original embroidering. The embroidery machine visible through the store
window tells of this. | like the fabric roof that spans the front of the shop.

WRBOBRIEGSEES, HEXREREZHNN o RERNEN, EEREE.
ERMIMR, RERSRER, BRERKRATNRE
RET TR, LAEHES.

This part, added later to the building, is a kitchen.

The old sign with the shop’s name in the middle has
some really old fountain pen brand logos in it. I'm
very happy that somehow it survived from repeated
remediations through over the years.

.

The LED sign is turned on in the evening.

AN ERERERLSRRREAULFEMAIZIR. &L
FARUREEMOIELRE, tLARENSRE
R, BREREHN—AFBE.

I was surprised to see golf bags in front of this
stationery store. Embroidering colorful patterns onto
even the most difficult things, like leather golf bags,
is this shop’s specialty.

088 - 089
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K& =80—

- : ( $13@ Waseda _

3 3 E**é Hobiro

FEHR-RPABRNEBF, UTREABRZHEREH., B1948FHF LK, —&H;
EMEEFPOFENRIE, SF, XBESHENERZEN—F ( NERNBNHEES
B R IX—RIEZ ).

Hobiro is a Chinese restaurant situated in the university town of Waseda. It has been loved by locals and

PN
*%
B

students since its opening in 1948. Originally, this building was connected to another shop next door (the
strangely incomplete roof is a remnant of this).

REESLEN/NET, BPHRXMEEHE :‘Q‘ZI@EI’]-:%E?*DFHW?H
‘BE", TEBFEN, EBHRRKERZ
B, BIBE HIAZEE)|EEE (Wi
MRHHREN( REB(ESFHEBE)) BEAY
MEEIZES,

The deep red tiles and small metal fences make the
shop even more eye-catching.

| really like these small details on the roof top. From
what | learned, they are called shib/, and not only do
they serve as decor, but are supposed to ward off
fire. They remind me of the small wings on a helmet

of a character from a kid's comic called Asterixt.

f‘

SR b, RBECER T IR, /\.*QLLX
BES—RIABEEZSETILAIRNOEERS, T
=thiteila#HET.

A new, separate building has been built next door.
But | remembered a scene of overturned beer cases

| saw once next to another Chinese restaurant, so |
add them here.

%fc\ﬂ\ﬂﬁ’]fzh FEXGREATEZELESE
DERFE,

The glittering golden roof makes this restaurant really
stand out among other buildings on this street.

090 - 091
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( 2i8M Waseda

R - BIgMAEIE

Seibun-do Frontgate of Waseda Univ.

XRBEFEANEERFEV/EKRE, ERAESAZNAZE, EELERTEANSE

g, ABETEEEZEEZWNELE,
AAZEN, NEESHIEEIR.

FROXRAHESEL, TBHR, ERFRTEH

Located near the famous Waseda University, this bookstore aimed at law students, has enormous

banners covering the front of the shop, changing in tune to the school calendar. This shop’s powerful

presence is incredible. Unfortunately, we were not allowed to take pictures inside.

FEZIERNXERR, EALBERE.

| really liked the time when the school year started
and the banners went up.

REERLNBBUAFER, RITKNBRNN,
EirEXAREEE. BRXREBENIRBIES
B,

With three-dimensional white letters on black, this
sign has an eye-catching modern design and can be
seen from quite a distance. It was also really fun to
paint.

092 - 093

BEEENLAFHRNIRREETEANER. &
ZELB’JEH@JE&@%E%B‘J%W—E?Eﬁ’@

“TIRER” ( Themis ), [EEHIABIRIEREHAL
TEF "FERIEL” ( Justitia ).

| also like the round, retro-looking letters above the
entrance. The leftmost circle has the shop’s logo
Lady Justice painted on it. Justice is the goddess of
law, Themis. In this shop, they call her by the Latin name
“Justitia”.

ZEREZRARTHNSHEERN,

Stands with tons of leaflets advertising qualification
exams for law students.

——
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}FI# Gokokuji )

35 hBEHERE

Nakashima-ya Liquor Shop

PEEBEAEAREBE, UTEWAENELSS. XERVR=EEFEAE—&N, B
BE=xRNRUNERH, WSRF—R, ABEXHNEER. HENEHFEE, LtPSE
BIETEINEER.

Nakashima-ya is a liquor shop in the lush green Mejirodai area. There were originally three connected
buildings here which housed three separate stores, but two of them were replaced by parking lots, only

the middle one still stands. The round, modern pediment makes this store really conspicuous.

Bii 2
BNMMNIERNATIEORLE, EFHNE
BHETRBERARERAE.

| like the shop’s pink facade. | wonder if the wall is
clad in copper underneath the paint.

T — L v |

PR T T

QWEﬂ(%ﬁ)%ﬁﬂE,%L?EK%K
BRNBEHFNEER, BTEMRE®.

B EHNME,
A

LURZTHFEERER, R

Corrugated plastic roofs are often used on old Japanese
buildings as protection for the second floor balconies or
parking spots. They are half-translucent and let colorful
light through.

094 - 095

%;&Q’EK%D?@?KB‘]@ﬁ}%‘mﬁﬂiﬁﬁ?iﬂéﬁ%
Fi1J,

The vending machines selling soft drinks and alcohol

obscure most of the sliding doors.

AREHCUB (418 ) E?EM?Fm%%UﬁL%;&
B9, RBRAEXEXESSHIINE, FH 22X
EXESH.

A Honda Cub appears to be used for deliveries. | like
the retro look of the Cub, especially the older models
like this one.






~ #4 Ichigaya ___™# Ichigaya

306 INREEE S ..

Kobayashi Barber Shop cumwins

XREBEXREEEHNEBEENTHEMIE, WEXDHKIFKR., 3, HLMUEHMET
TR, XBEESUYNAE, EEBCWREABE, BRESOMESREBFOELITR
EEBOEE, olE—LFrik.

Located near Ichigaya, this colorful barber shop has already been closed and removed. | used to live near

ME=B0—aSH I i

it due to my previous job, and painted this illustration whilst it was still in business. We would have liked
to have gotten in touch with the previous owner before featuring the shop, but alas were unable to get
any information, despite going as far as asking around the neighborhood.

BRI ShLdwm

BRYASH

5

096 - 097



[EEEORRARNA— ESER, XEETE
AEEOIREEE, SA—RRBALFHONR,

Lots of different fonts and styles are used in the

logos. It made the already quite eclectic design of
the shop front more chaotic.

BHARIEBREED, IFNERLERSE
RS .

| painted the towels hung to dry on a plastic hanger. |
really like details like this.

HXEEEERTHARNOHESHKRERNESR,
UREBEHNEY, EhibRMBRANEE,
| tried to emphasize the color scheme of the shop

and make the illustration look more alive by using
subtle pink and turquoise.

ERNERERSHA I MR TR T 8565
XL, ERHERSEREN®D.

The contrast between the traditionally Japanese
kawara roofing tiles and the modern design of
the exterior makes this storefront captivating and
original.
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-Z\ 98] Kojimachi Kowmach; )

Otaya Butcher Shop —

%%ﬁchHI:ﬁ?’%FEﬁEPfD—, greplE L, BRXDZME, F%%J’ﬁﬁfﬁ%\ﬁiﬂi‘
‘SETMEEBELRT . %’mﬁﬁ#v‘éﬁ‘]ﬁﬁ?@%%?&ﬁﬂﬁﬁ?T’I%@, EXEHN—

FR&.

Otaya Butcher Shop is located in a busy business district in the heart of Tokyo. As it was really
popular, even after it closed down, the regulars would keep asking the owner where else
they should buy meat. This unique shop, originally painted bamboo green, was an important

cornerstone of their lives and a symbol of this street.

BNSHANKRNKES, ERTER—AN  SHENGRETRN ‘W 2. KLOGIHSE
BRROMKEREMIISEH (REINE, £  BUEMDS—#, ABRTRARS.
NRNENRE, TREA, THTHEOH
e ),

A stylized logo based on the Japanese character for
meat ( B ). The modern design fits well with the rest

The bright blue color this whole shop was painted of the shop.
really stood out amongst all the metal and concrete
office buildings in the Kojimachi area (according to
the owner, it had been bamboo green when it was
first painted, but turned to a bluish green with the
passage of time).

%EEUF@U%HEIE!’JEEZ%?.L[]L@%%@E’JF
E, BROZEXENINF (RREENESER
BEN, BEZIIMENES, Eﬁ_ﬂi@mﬁé)
XENNTFREEEENRBEHA L L RN,
ERBERNEINEEHNURAEBEZE. &
?imﬁi’r%‘%%K?Z\‘E?E’\jﬁtt, EXFRE,

EERTBENEHE.

KERXLER, BIRABFRXBEA—, R
Bt & ER, BERSITANBN.

I just love the ceramic tiles. All of them have a slightl .
I ramie 2 SIgnty | really love these gold letters painted on storefronts

or glass sliding doors (the letters on this shop were
actually yellow, but shone like gold in the light). |

different color and reflect light in different ways.
They are really compelling!

could not resist using a bit of gold acrylic paint for
this detail. Recreating such contrast and brilliance in
watercolors is difficult.

098 - 099
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cafe DOM

EHRNFBRZEP, domBEBFIREZE. Blt, RN —FBHIDOMXNIES 7k
THEB, M, EEKE——XEBEXERLZdom—ig, EEHME (VaTHiR) B

BARRNONSERS, EFTHEEERER=E, AETTEST.

The name of this shop intrigued me at first because it means “house” or “home” in my native

Polish. | don’t know the significance of it in Japanese. The only thing | could find is a reference to a
humanoid robot appearing in the Gundam animated TV series. | doubt the name comes from Polish.

*%UTHH%%D?I%ﬁB?éEVE%E?%Jf’EB’J ATEMNZRAEMN, EEERAEENERLET
The owner’s handmade wooden sign and red post —#;a. @m%ﬁ%%ﬂ@%%iﬁﬂi Ei%ifgiu
e Bt B, ERISOFESARIE, BHE
MAREAREHEFEN, MEFHRRNE TIE
FIR—FL ZHIN I,

o

The air-conditioning unit installed in the cut-out
marquee was the first thing about this shop that
caught my eye. It’s not the most stylish solution to
the problem of glacing an air conditioning unit that
| have seen, but it certainly gives the shop some
character.

ENE/EE DOM B9iTHE, @ISEWEEF 1A,
[EERBZEBEN—RSUD.0.MBIHB, BIE
ERE., EELAE—RUYBRERBRBERS
BIES, BABAMMRIPE.,

A light-up sign with the café’s name "DOM”. We later
confirmed that the origin of the shop’s name comes
from Benedictine D.O.M, a French liqueur often
served to customers by the owner, who used to be in
charge of the bar at a certain financial conglomerate

EENSEETL, EETENREF. 1K
members’ club. HEEERMNES, BR3IBELETAREN
AR,

These sturdy green doors have solid iron handles.
The warm interior of the shop seen through the glass
panes invites passers-by.

100 - 101
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K& =80—

_ #ILF Ebisu

‘BE (7424 v ) R—XABHEENNHE, N FRESEIBNBREFHX, X—FFF
R NBEEEMANEHE, MEESHOMMER ERBTESROEBRANIE, ANIPEFEL
=L,

TENEMENT is a café built in a refurbished traditional style house in an area south of Shibuya

called Ebisu. This area has many shops using remodeled old buildings. Although the exterior
maintains its very Japanese decor, the interior has been renovated into a modern style.

EB’]E’%@L AEHMREE—EN, B5H2E USRS EENTTHIET RS TBHENES,

ATPEBXSFF, %L “HE" KHREE. EERTFXRERNERAESETBEEIFL!
Because this shop is actually a part of a row of The partially rolled-up sudare blinds just look great
buildings, it has wing-like partitions on the second on an old building like this!

story to make it easy to tell where one store ends and
the next begins.

BEND, ERENESINTRREMES!

igﬁ 17 =% ﬁ%)‘)\%?@ﬁ@i@j‘jﬁjﬁ\ P e /3:| parts‘ oflthe shop’s front are warm and bright in
(I EMNBNEFREEERIT R ), the evening!

| think these sliding doors were brought over from a
different part of this building (or from a completely
different building), and are being reused.

102 - 103
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( #&Bi8 Omote-sando

“OREE” XERIE FeELLOWS

“UhE" (70— ) REEFUF2011F, UTFHEE=ENRSE. XEASKS.
NS RHFE KK, RESHENBAZT20HL80ER, HEAFELA., RE
WAHTE, BIEBE T Tk,

Fellows is a hamburger shop in Omete-sando, where all the big apparel shops in Tokyo come
together. And since it is popular, there are always lines in front. The shop opened in 2011 and
the building itself was built in the 1980s, but despite its lack of a long history, it has a very cute
exterior, which is why | decided to feature it here.

. - - B

B LMo RBRERBREE, X—EIFISY
WRP T IEBUEE AR, BBEEFPSALL
BEAh (FRILIFSY ) 2~

| like how part of the glass in these windows is
haphazardly painted white to protect the privacy
of the people sitting inside. It gives the windows a
unigue (and slightly weird) rustic feel.

S et

Rads

Z|BE HREER, XEIMEUTFILERER.

There are some plants standing on an old refrigerator.
| don't think the refrigerator works anymore.

104 - 105

FRHRBABNZ, NELSNGRHEEETH
B, S—RRIKARFEOKIENTLER, IFE
HFEKFEE,

g =

| dont know if it was intentional, but | like the
weathered paint effect on the top part of the shop
front and the way it contrasts with the bare green
painted metal of the ground floor.

\
\

HRELSRBERNZIR, BAXRHEIEERT,
FREEREZENDHIEFLE T HE.

Just when we were about to finish our small photo
session, a delivery of drinks came to the store. |
decided to put the beaten-up delivery cart in the
illustration.
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(__&lI| Shinagawa (&Il Shinagawa )

4

1 5t B

Maru-ya Footwear Store

58I F1865FENAEEH, €S

REBD, RAPEBETISENTRIE. X—B/NNERE, ERE

POk SEIEDR,

Founded in 1865, Maru-ya Footwear Store sells traditional Japanese footwear, including geta, zori,
and seta. While the overall building itself is very charming, | especially like the cigarette vendor in

ERNBENE, SRR, BEENSHEHSE, BHRETFHE
BERERRATFEAHT

this shop. This is a relic of when smoking in public was still permitted in Tokyo.

EANENRERERZX, HERFE, BFT/
FERNKE, EPENIRKAREELDR
e, RAMERDFEEEBRTSIEBHIAR
Mey=REE,

The weathered wood texture on the storm shutters
is simply beautiful. The central shutters have more
color left, probably because they are often stowed
away in the sides.

PN itL_BB%{JEFW&‘F%mE’JBE?M x
KBATXR, EMEEFLRET,

The huge, foldable roof casts a lovely shadow onto
the shop interior, its color slightly faded from years of
use.

106 - 107

*%JB’J LB, RETEEBE THESHER
REFMEERRATS .,

A wooden sign painted gold is mounted directly on
the balcony balustrade. It is somewhat unusual.

LEE&EK?%%M%'?E‘F 2H B —4k,
ENeadXhEEE, RELXET — %(a’%

RAFARE, FERMNKE, REXENER
HERIBHNFERFLEFNORNEZ—, TiE0M

HELCELX ),

This is the last shop | painted in this series. | was
very excited to finally feature one with a cigarette
window. (I don't smoke and | am personally against
it, but these cigarette vendors are very characteristic
elements of old Japanese stores.)
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Shop Notes 04

EHER

04

1 i - F1LE2 %t Maruzen- -sya

bt : JEXFRIIT1-35-1

BIFAEM : 19605

XUz, FHeESER
WIS, N2—%
ENENIEINIE,

Address:

1-35-1 Akabane Kita-ku

Year built: 1960

Note: This shop operated as a
open style fountain pen
vendor with no front
doors nor shop windows

when it opened.

T3 AR - REEEE
Seibun-do Frontgate of Waseda Univ.

hodt - EXTBEBHT-9-38

BAFH : 20184240 ~ 50FR

&iF: EBBNZEMNIZESE, 558,
aILUT 94,

Address: 1-9-38 Nishi-Waseda, Shinjuku-ku

Year built: 1940s to 1950s

Note: Waseda students get 10% discount on
textbooks and reference books.

L

) SATER
7 Xinnreg )

= b

108 - 109

FAWHE
W

| Iy

el e

3 U FEE# Hobiro

Holk - $H7E XFEERWE3-1-6

BRFH : 19485

B XBNEXREZALE
e, REFEHITA.

Address:

3-1-6 Nishi-Waseda, Shinjuku-ku

Year built: 1948

Note: It's mom-and-pop shop.
They worry that there
currently in no one to take

over the business.

‘E’"’* B EBEE

Nakashima-ya Liquor Shop

it : ¥RXEBE3-16-240

BINE : 19365815

i WENRREBRTAH
ERBARNNOREZ L.

Address:

3-16-240 Mejirodai, Bunkyo-ku

Year built: Around 1936

Note: The nearby St. Mary’s
Cathedral, Tokyo, is a
must-see for architecture

lovers.




376" INREBETE (mx)
=) Kobayashi Barber Shop (Demolished)

ik - FREX=F614 Address:
BREFEH . NF 14 Sanbancho, Chiyoda-ku
& FHEHEIKKE. B5E/5  Year built: Unknown
FTER, BBAERA]!  Note: The shop has already
been removed. If anyone
s knows the situation of the

shopkeeper, let me know!

o MIEERE DOM
318 cafe DOM

Rk - FEXHIE-30-7
BNES : 20HL60FRGH
B EXERNEER!

Address:

1-30-7 Shinjuku, Shinjuku-ku
Year built: Late 1960s

Note: The owner is fond of

illustrations as well!

ﬁ:@ﬁ “OR{E” BRE FELLOWS

feht - EBXAEBFW3-8-11

BIAEW : 201H4280FR

&iF  ZHREBH0MES, LR
KEEFITIRL, BHER.

Address:

3-8-11 Aoyama, Minato-ku

Year built: 1980s

Note: The juicy patty is grilled
over a charcoal flame for

authenticity.

%ﬁjﬁ BRXHE =x)
~.~J Otaya Butcher Shop (Demolished)

ibht - FRBXHET2-3
BAEH : 1960Fa1F
BE: EEEETRE, %

IEBIAFA “FEF.

Address:

2-3 Kojimachi, Chiyoda-ku

Year built: Around 1960

Note: Came to be known as
“the Greenhouse” in the
neighborhood when the
walls were painted blue-

green.

‘]EE “BRE" MIMERE TENEMENT

it . PEXELE2-39-4

BFEN : 208L2205F1K (R
HE )

B : BERAERERAS,
[ERBIEFIEAHMER,

Address:

2-39-4 Ebisu, Shibuya-ku

Year built: 1920s?

Note: Since the store is owned
by a record label, there are

piano chairs in it.

T s
“*12) Maru-ya Footwear Store

fohtk : &)IIXIt&)I12-3-7

BREW : 2024

X EMLELBRBEERNBE
THEE— “SB8—E".

Address:

2-3-7 Kitashinagawa Shinagawa-ku

Year built: 1910s

Note: The website updates every
day with a “Shoe of the Day”

column introducing footwear.
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(_mks Asagaya )

4 2 %Eg Saitou

UFFESH ‘T (2vr ) ) BEERE—REERE. NELABRFSHEHRITRER
T, BAEHUTENERA, EROLKERBERE, AREIVWHRENE, X2
T IBELE,

Saitou in Asagaya was once a bakery. | was really surprised by the storefront’s upper part. How modern

l MEROSEEH  {ifoni

and stylish it is. This shop is a part of a shopping arcade so it is covered by a roof, but | decided not to

paint it here so | could showcase the facade.

: o R B
KB FHFEDBANEHDR, REFOR IBREENE LS, EXEBUE -RED
BER, PEBEBNG B, XFNEEHRE  AH.

BB, FASBRTLURKN,

N o

A sign perpendicular to the facade, facing the
The font used for the shop’s main sign is also very shopping street.
stylized and modern. Even though all the letters are
in different colors, it works together well as a whole.
The area around the letters is surrounded by neon,

and every letter has lights on it.

B LME—KE, LESHETHPRNOXF. &
RBEFTE, BOEEEH, EEBRBRTEIRD
BiE, AStoEHR, RUERIKERE.

RERELNI e BEE— ABHESUPER A weird occult-like sign written on a piece of printer
CUB (BEH4S ), ERBEICUBK, BIEE paper and stuck to the front window. We asked the

i ) owner what it meant, but after difficult and long-
BTYHEE. MELRFL BEXNEEZ L0

=

winded explanation, we were none the wiser.
S

Honda Super Cub, a newer model of the iconic
delivery bike. | decided to paint it here even though |
personally like the older models more!
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MESDERHE o

_ F¥s# Asagaya )

.,4 3 %9\ Torikyu

"BA" UFRES, B—REES. EXNEEAREEBIEN, AMEREATLRK,
PRUARBERAESRIE, BRAMBEXPENIRNABENEB., ABPLEAT T 2R
%, BEXMHEE, 8RBRB], BREBRIIFTLLX

Torikyu is a popular yakitori shop in Asagaya. The thick metal duct extending to the roof was probably

placed in the front of the shop because there was simply nowhere else to put. | really like the way it stands

out on the building. Painting the many ducts and other metallic parts for this book was a delight!

RBERBHERE, MR TRREXRDIE.
NERG-—FEGHBEERTIEORES, £
H—fPBERZE, BRHHKS—REOANSEEHK
HEE.

The deep blue-green tiles shine beautifully in the
sunlight. In particular, the way the colors differ
slightly from tile to tile gives them an almost organic
feel.

FElA B ("

AT ARBFERTF,
WERBA ) A0

5" 7

Huge, hand written kanji that say "chicken" and
"sake".

114 - 115

BRED ?U%T*%K%E’J%‘fi BEREXHE
HRIOEFNEMATBE %BﬁZﬁEa REW
I, TERBNREZZEITRE, ETEED
RR!

This beam leaves the warp of the wood in place,
meaning they probably had to adjust the pillars and
other surrounding elements to use it. Despite the
trouble, the carpenter must have really wanted to
use this particular beam. What a beautiful piece of
woodwork!

ANTHHACEHBABE IRE, HEMEMR

FOERUNRR, RBERSHEE,

The color of the wood door is getting grayer and
greener as the door gets closer to the ground. It's
fascinating.






NSO o

= ( FItE% Asagaya )

4 4 Fli”= =2 Miito-ya

xR "RAE" (-t B ) FEMESHBLE L, TRELERERAFTE. SHENURS
Tk igit BBk BIESRRIESIR THEER ., BABEEARREN, EANESERE
THAF R, R2, XBEEFIFNEMTABNR -
Located in the shopping street of Asagaya, Miito-ya is a shop that specializes in meat sauce pasta.

The steel roof on the left creates a unique industrial atmosphere, which first piqued my interest about
this shop. When it is crowded, customers wait in turn underneath this roof. Even so, | wonder what this

building was used for before...

IZ/\hl EH@UE‘XEE AR, LNRBE EEAXRAFEEO, IUJ:LEE,mghﬂ_' i

FOBTHSHAETE, RPOARRMRE. BEAN "HEBEBLEEMNGE".

You can see that the shop has a bold new logo, but it The door in front is actually the exit. There is a sign
still uses the currency symbol for the yen. Personally, telling customers that they must enter from the back
Iike it. door on the left side of the building,

BYEHEENARES, tEIFEERES BNEHOMEBME L—LF8., BFEF,
WeIHERR, BTEEE—BELR. ER/ENDDRE-EEKRTE. 8L —ILE
B, LA=L—

The entire kitchen with its specialized appliances can

be seen through the large windows. While this shop is, for the most part, precisely and
systematically furnished. Three children’s chairs in
front are mismatched both in height and shape. | find
this detail very charming!

116 - 117
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(_ @3k Nishi-ogikubo )

BT
Sakagura Chidori

BETE" R—RAEANENBERAEEE, AEETUCIRNG., B8, XEASEHR
BEHIATBENE, [EHEINBEH, EANKEHINEE, 2EaXRREUFES,

Sakagura Chidori is an izakaya in Nishi-ogikubo. Here, you can eat traditional Japanese pub fare, such as

sashimi, grilled fish, and o-den. While the clean exterior is very appealing, the interior of the shop has a
very interesting build and features a U-shaped counter.

}El%é%'l—grﬁ HANEIL ETJH]‘{'EEE%E%HT BREEATEGRHNSERT, RERNXFEZ
BEEERHBLENRRIE—BERE, K@J:H'\J#% FULEX., BREEPEEE BB ( BE)
WEBEHEKREONT N, HHREBIFRMNEE, R,

mr‘—‘\
RRDERBB PR BIRALR. This sign lights up in the evening, with large, deep

It was raining on the day we went to see the shop, so blue letters that really stand out. The middle part has
we arrived at the restaurant late in the evening. The an old beer manufacturer (Kirin) logo on it.

photo | took in the darkness shows warm light spilling
through the wooden window decorations from the

-.w 1

inside of the shop, as if it were inviting us in. | tried to
feature this in the illustration.

:‘I»

NEXTEE-—MMBSFRMNES (BES ),
BRATELNORMES. B +E.

In the entrance, there is a kind of woven reed rope

%?Z\@ﬁdﬁ’]%ﬁ?@ﬁﬂﬁt% E%T; curtain (nawa noren). It's a stylish alternative to the
Sk, EEHASSHEDA, usual fabric noren.

Even the smallest space between buildings is used.
Here were small wooden doors, creating a space for
the restaurant staff to use.

( REBSMATFR> )




| MESHDSER ot

( HEpEMMER )

e e b

‘E@ BT 5 Sakagura Chidori
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“EETET ERNE

Sakagura Chidori Inside View

EXABPHFEEHE, BERXRERTERNOUFIES. EAKRRSE, 2EXABFBE
BRE, +H35IANEE. EEEE, SEEF2HERR, FXFRNRERINIEE

NBEEF

[=l= s

Of the shops featured in this book, this was the only one with a U-shaped counter. The
distinctive build of this interior, often seen in old-style /zakayas, really pulled me in. Behind the
counter was a whole lineup of cooking appliances unique to Japan, such as o-den warmers and

sake warmers.




lmgﬁﬁﬁ%% oo

4

C FAHGE Nishi- oglkubo

6, Popal (B EXE Popai

Popail #/¢4 JEEHE—RENBERRBANTFS., ERFEVRNE . MBERE,
WMERID, WENAEFPEEXM. EMLBEENBREZEIE, MMELRENES, B
tHEBRAH T ROXFHUEMAN. KB, HEFNT LB LE, LIBERNF
BOSZIRRE,

Popai is a shoe repair and key shop. Its clean work and fast, affordable service have earned it a good

reputation, and it is constantly visited by locals. The sign on top of the building looked old and was
made of cutout letters against a yellow background. | tried to show the thickness of the letters here using

shadows.

¥ st 7 -
AEXRRBERORIA, “HES L, EEMRBEEZREEIMI.
| really like these roofs made of dark blue tiles . The air conditioning units outside were placed

haphazardly at angles, looking highly unstable.

WEIE. SH ¥

3kl\

TEL 3333-63135

\

MNERRIUTFIESHRE, EE—#5 - KZEN — R—— .
BREEEI0N, BTEET —HNER. PEENITBIERE, ERBENLRTEENE
Y. BEHBRNY, ERXF—IEHR.

Judging from the design and how it was made, this

sign between the first and second floor is probably a | tried to depict how the bright yellow foldable
later addition covering another one of the little tiled marquee reflected in the glass of the shop doors.
roofs.
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| MEFDERE  fito

ZH1EF Kichijgji

41

7/ { R KUKU

Kitchen KUKU

‘BB KUKU" (% vy Fv 220 ) UTF—HAER,

FZEBURHEARINBEE, EBISMIIERIK T, FRIECAZBEPIEIEX,

W¥e “88",

This shop is actually a part of a larger building with many shops and restaurants in it. Technically it should

not be included in this series, but | liked the exterior so much, so | decided to cut out the rest and “free” it.

XA $TL,\IE$%EPU’¢—§E TH “EERE" KB
Bigit. BEFTHRENEMAENIIEEMR,

ZEBRERE,

The logo used here has an elegant retro-futuristic
design. It's quite different from all the other signs |
painted in this book.

4%8’]4\*5&??@%-3&*& ERIE, &5
BenEeEmReE.

The stand in a shape of a bear holding a large pot is
just excellent! It creates nice color synergy with the
plastic orange roof.

124 - 125

$?i§B’J$I:HHIg EREERFT —ME %
Z=,

The huge metal air duct gives the store a nice rustic
aesthetic.

XA DORMEBERITILAREI—%. RRT,
ERINEXREEHNREAESE.
I like the design that the whole entrance to this

building is just stairs. However, it was quite difficult
to show how steep they were.

EARICETZSRBWIEIE. i






'Mgﬁﬁﬁm% filon i

afell + B EIRETET

_ E¥F + WEAIR Kichijjitkagurazaka )

J

Ishimura Cycle + Kagurazaka Cycle

XEEE, 2% "6l 5°

ERBNBEPLEE K. BR/SHEESE T, XiEh

| have combined the details | liked from two different bicycle shops called Ishimura Cycle and Kagurazaka
Cycle into one image, making this a special illustration in the series. Both shops are very appealing, so |

like this imaginary collaboration very much.

Eme
KT T HIERBHE.

This partly made-up shopfront is clearly divided
in two stories, so | changed the colors to make the
difference even more visible.

RIS FE
FRYF, HEBCESHTFBINETET "6
MRl SZHESHET R, BRENTIFES
R 2T, BEMZAMER,

FIRBITETREBREENERE,

| wanted a nice logo on the shop, so | decided to
combine the Kagurazaka Cycle with another bicycle
letters on thls sign were createcl as a relief and seem
to pop out against the white background, making it
very interesting.

126 - 127

SRERNBEE, NTEREBEREW,

‘BERIRETET AREENBTHSE—RE/RKH,
R HERNIBEEERUROBER.

?ﬂaﬂjf:kéﬂﬁéﬁﬁ EEERE. %Eﬁ%ﬂi@
THETHMB LHXEEE, EREATREDRE

BREVEEE, EEBEPHRARE T HIPRR
=R

| really liked the deep colored tiles. The tiles on the
outer wall of Kagurazaka Cycle reflected the sun
brightly but stayed deep green-blue when in the
shadows.

B, BENSEETTEE, ;Uﬁ_tﬂ’ﬁﬁﬁ“‘tﬁ
fBE, =MEMMRERBLE. RRELC]
HEHET .

The sky and surrounding electric poles and wiring
reflected clearly in the glass. | also tried to paint the
reflection of the foldable roof the best | could.

A+
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I NERDSERE o $

( #Jv&# Higashi-koganei )

> phty
ﬁgi (BxXiE, MALE)
Daruma-do cesisenose

EER( 72512 |BEENRTHNES  WSEXEHLANET . XHFEBFRERSIFEY,
ENARRENER. BoR, KEEE, AXKBEED, HEBERMNARRINMIPSIE.
ELMEENFRRE,

Once a seller of Japanese sweets and packed lunches, Daruma-do closed down and turned into a
residence. The deep green canopy roof was the first thing that struck me about the design of this
storefront. These old kawara roof tiles look very sturdy and heavy, which | tried my best to show here.

|
/

NELNEBUFEHRESEHE, MEBT
BEBHMELENER, LLEREERIBKE
PP

Everything about this storefront looks order-made.
Even the lamps are unique with a floral pattern on

and around them.

, >. rgix .
AN ENRBUBATSERENTEEER, B
tEEE.

The sliding doors were also customized with a
delicate floral pattern along the edges.

128 - 129

C Y el : |
BERIENEEHRRRYS, RE=MF, EB
KTHERETENRY, NEBEBFETFRRE.

The wall tiles were unique. They are bright brick-red,

concave, which gave the wall really interesting texture
and shadows.

[ESNEHEIIRARE LRSS, SREKES
RiiEkEE, HBERHEaI—RK.
There were turtles in the plastic container boxes

outside the shop. Rattling around in a lively manner,
these turtles appeared to be cleaning it.
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| MEoik s o

1= =1 3 ( #5A& Bubaigawara )

50/ SUNNY E%/5
Sunny Barber Shop

SUNNY BREEPRENFURE, £—PUSESTROMS. EHREZRABLELR—L
D BIURERK, RUNFTEEEDNSE, MR TEEEMEN RS2, RIE
OB MBFR TR S BT M FEREIIRYT R,

Though far from the Chuo Line station (Sunny Barber Shop is located in an area called Bubaigawara) , it is

an extraordinary building worth visiting. The steeply angled roof between deep side walls gives this shop a
unigue appearance. | tried to recreate the shape of the shadows made by the side walls, and the weathered
appearance of the roof shingles.

EEE), JUBLEXLNENY., 2B, BFPHIELLSFE, MREFERITR T HIEHSO/N
A= PO TS0 AN EE S SR 1BF.
There’s an old-fashioned looking hair drier visible The window is not square, but octagonal.

through the glass door. When | was a kid, those
strangely shaped driers made me uneasy.

AEHRIEER, XHABENEERLERKS
K ’ i EHOLET. EPERENRAENER, BERET—
\;IFIET.I-ftEEEX;QETJ, iél‘sﬁﬁ% E*¢”J\t§§2ﬁ E’:JT:':E, g_ikggé%%gﬁ%?ﬂﬁ//hegz:ﬁe
AEFPFIAR.

I've mentioned this many times in this book, but

A miniature of a mator, used in Japan by Edo period | really like these deep blue tiles. Each of them is
firefighters to notify residents and other firefighters slightly different in color, with some going as far as
of fire. turquoise and deep blue.
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Shop Notes 05

EHER

05

e
42| FH& saitou

itk - i HXESET-47-14
BIAFH : 19365

& : BB aE T BIRTE L?

Address:

1-47-14 Asagaya Minami,
Suginami-ku

Year built: 1936

Note: The store opens and closes

depending on the owner’s

schedule!

E\Zﬁ AE Miito-ya

Mok : ZHXEESET-36-7

BINE : 20828054

&iF : AERAFE L, ETLUK
VeI FEERS !

Address:
1-36-7 Asagaya Minami, Suginami-ku
Year built: 1980s

Note: Meat sauce pasta can be topped gm

with fried eggplant or even natto! |

132- 133

as-.:.':si:ﬂ
413 BA Torikyu

ot : EHXEEEI2-12-22

BIFER : 208L80FR

BE: KETENECASEAS
L, ER2XTEH.

Address:
2-12-22 Asa, Kita, Suginami-k
: gaya Kita, Suginami-ku =
Year built:1980s e J\
Note: With its famously delicious 7 | !

yakitori, this shop is always full.

T{E)T BT 5 Sakagura Chidori

itbht : 2 EFEKEI-10-2

BINFH : 200065

&iF : FUF19555F, BIFS
BEXMNEEE.

Address:

3-10-2 Nishiogi Minami,

Suginami-ku

Year built: 2000

Note: Opened in 1955, many
of the regulars have been

coming here for years.




14H a6= Popai {85 Popai

bt « A2 HKFEKEI-9-7

BHES : 20305

BEF : TTREICEEL, SWEH
FEBRAD !

Address:

3-9-7 Nishiogi Minami Suginami-ku

Year built:1930s

Note: The shop is right before you
when you come out of Nishi-

ogikubo Station!

Tj““ artell + HERRBITET

Ishimura Cycle+Kagurazaka Cycle

e B A

ot : BB RS HEFAE3-T

BINER : 20HLT0FEH

& [EREEEN “AEEIT
EByRe, XHWLO,
BIEML".

Ishimaru Cycle

Address:

3-7 Kichijgji Honcho, Musashino city

Year built: Late 1970s

Note: Their motto is “A store for
bicycles that are safe to buy
and safe to ride”.

BRIEBITET

ot : FHEXRKET107

BWES - 19705

& HEFBHE—NNE
TFE, BITEESIR
ic—T,

Kagurazaka Cycle

Address:

107 Yaraicho, Shinjuku-ku

Year built: 1970

Note: This shop sells many bicycles
that are difficult to find, so
bicycle lovers must check it
out.

"“""“Llﬁi BXE, WALE)
Daruma-do (Closed/Private-house)

bt . R (BHESHFAE )

BINFH - 19685F

&iE: Bl XBEERFIE
HE-—RITREBIN
54,

Address:

Secret (because it is a private
residence)

Year built: 1968

Note: At the time, it was the first

shutterless shop in Higashi N

Koganei.

‘{id’;ﬁ & B KUKU Kitchen KUKU

it BB HSFFRE2-17-2

BREM : 20HLE0F/

& FEETSUENEBENSE
SR,

Address:

2-17-2 Kichijoji Honcho, Musashino city

Year built: 1960s

Note: Inside the store are many cute
illustrations and figurines of

frogs.

L‘“‘“ SUNNY E%JE
Sunny Barber Shop

ibhtk - P AET2-2-1

BFER : 20HL50HK

& BREBPKK, 2EK
=L S0

Address:

2-2-1 Katamachi, Fuchu city

Year built: 1950s

Note: The reason the building is
long and narrow is because
it is a renovated tenement

house.
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E BIRHSE oW

_:__E{’EE Room

Bl BROIEEHRETIZSME, TER2EMREM
BEEANEBER, FRIGECIVTENTR. AHE,
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Currently, | live and work with my wife Kana (who
is also an illustrator) near Enoshima in a nostalgic
Japanese-style house built during the Showa Era.
Little more than an hour from Tokyo, Enoshima is
a wonderful sightseeing spot with a lot of unique
sights along the shore located close to the historic

city of Kamakura.

The work space is separated into a flooring area and
tatami mat area. On the floor, | have my drawing
and painting table as does Kana. In the tatami area
is my computer, | use it for all the digital editing and
painting, and a low dining table used for meals and

leisure time.

Our favorite part of this place is the lush green view.
The huge garden, belonging to the land owner’s
house, has all kinds of flowers blooming depending
on the season, and many kinds of birds visiting.
The view makes long hours spent on painting and
drawing more relaxing. Our house is also within
walking distance to the beach, so we often go for

long walks for rest and inspiration.
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8. R —MBEREHTERNETLE,
LEFRECENS SEETSE.
10.2013 2 27 BT EREBIW,

11. S F2EMNKEE,

12. 548,
B.ERSEERANNEREVE (F28).
1ENASRE, (hETS® E—d, BLUEE.
15. X B ARNEL TN S IRTHTENS EHEOESR.
16. T FiX & /N A B EELFTEDAL



1. My desk for drawing and painting. 3. A bookshelf full of reference books. Mostly Studio Ghibli art
3 2. References and sketches printed and pasted on the wall, albums, comics, storyboard books and background art albums.

to protect it from getting dirty from paint and pencils. 4. My iPad PRO for displaying reference photos.

5.Schmincke watercolors set.

6. There is a green garden outside.

7.Kana's desk with her laptop and painting tablet.
8. My digital work desk.

14 9. Eizo monitor for checking colors. 13.\Wacom tablet for painting digitally.
10.2013 iMac 27 inch computer. 14. My ukulele which | play sometimes when resting.
11.\Watercolor paper stock under the desk. 15.8Big Epson printer for making art prints to sell online.

12. A speaker. 16.Small Canon printer for everyday printing.
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Paints

The main set | used for this book is Schmincke brand.
I like them for their vibrant colors consistent along the
entire spectrum. | use the standard 48 color set with

some additional paints:

370 Potter’s Pink

361 Permanent Red

512 Chromium Oxide Green

536 Green Yellow

530 Sap Green

417 Cobalt Magenta (Daler Rowney brand)

I like to have a lot of colors on hand so | don't have to
mix them every time | want to paint. This saves a lot
of time, especially while working on such colorful and

detailed illustrations like shop-fronts.
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Ceramic Water Tank

It's a ceramic brush cleaning tank called hissen in Japanese.
| saw Hayao Miyazaki using a water tank like this and just
had to buy it! It's big, heavy and perfect for studio painting.
It is easy to clean even when using acrylic paint. | strongly
recommend buying one of these for any water-based
painting!

BE, KefER—M/INBRRERE, WHalf-pans., R
EERMNETEEE, AERECRNRFHMT IS HE
7. REEEWIERAN, SF=HNHRMFAHE,
BEXRIHMSIENEE.

Half-Pans

| mostly use watercolors that come in small cubes called half-
pans so | can swap and line them up in my set as | wish. But
sometimes | also buy watercolors in tubes and squeeze them
into empty plastic half-pans. The tube paint is a little bit

cheaper.

FEEIR21R

XMELNRESIENEETR, REARKELR
SR, RIETAFRAER, EHRAXERSE
BF. BTHERMEN, 5—ENES, EFER
k. AERON, RBOBARNHEE, MEACE
TiER, BNRRECHFNESR., o, HIEE
TMIVHBERER, BANEEESEIRNES
HE5 SEANEEER.

Ceramic Palette

A ceramic dish that | bought in the MUJI store, which
was originally meant to be used as a toiletry stand. It
works as a studio palette surprisingly well — it’s stable,
white (which makes it easy to determine colors), and
easy to clean. | also have some smaller ceramic dishes
often used by Japanese animation background painters

that work with poster color paints.
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Brushes

| used a lot of brushes throughout the process of this

album and while my favorites changed a lot, | want to

recommend some of the best.

ARTETJE K2 990

HIEEX 105125
ZANELEREE, NMELE, RERE. TR
NIEH, TRMABEKDTOERN, BREIEEE
RIS,

e UEETT

MMETEIBE3IRY 75
XHEEEBARFRBE R . HRERERD
AR, AHRRXGIIRIIN,

HI3E/R 8402 fIMHE 35

XAREL LR UES ORI EBENRY, B
YRHR, BELRD, BRI,
TRELZRLE, HIELEREERKEEN
£7. £HEEATH, RNEANE. EPF
EHE, ZRENERS.

HI3ERIRE 845 AT

8SM10 S
EHBENERBBUBBHREG, BTURS R
MkSTOEE, BERIEE, LHEBERND
SEHMBARLET . KHELNENRE, FEHER
EENERR,

ARTETJE Aquarelliste 990
Mop brush size 10 & 12

Great, inexpensive artificial hair mop brush that can
hold a lot of water and paint, and has a nice, sharp tip

at the same time.

Rosemary & Co.

Kolinsky Sable Ser. 33 size 7

A brush made from Kolinsky Sable (Siberian ferret
hair). | especially like the shape of the brush tip in

series 33.

Raphael 8402 KOLINSKY size 3

A Raphael version of the famous Kolinsky brand natural
hair brush — probably the best for watercolors. It has a
sharp tip and can release water and pigment steadily. |
used this brush a lot, especially for the smaller details.

The downside is its high price.

Raphael Softaqua 845 size 8 & 10

These artificial hair of the brush are made to imitate the
petit-gris squirrel fur. They work great — they hold and
release water, pigment well, and have a sharp point.
These brushes offer a high quality, inexpensive

alternative to the natural hair brushes.
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BER, —REBBHMBKEAEEEERL (BELR | use this dull knife to free the watercolor paper sheets
M8 ), BxZla, BRARERAKENOIIBKEZR from the block they come glued to (they are glued on

FEER, LULBEETER CEEEETEETENR all four sides). Even though one can use them when they
Y, BRERTIEERBEEERL, AGHBIEE. are still glued in place | cut them free, trim them to my

e preferred size, and tape them to a thin wooden board.
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. AEXRERIBM—TEM, SREOVKOBITHED
ﬂ}}(df{., FEBNTREY, EMETSHEEE.

(Formerly) White Towel

An essential tool for painting with watercolors. | use it to
control the amount of water in my watercolor brush. Just
touch the tip of the brush gently to the cloth to absorb

excess water. The towel gets dirtier and dirtier as work

progresses.
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EEANBREF/REE300gKEER, BRERS, BN
B8, NFRESHLEERAINERPRIFN. REXME
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EBE. @), B8, AKEELEFER, oURDEE
BIRRFDIRK B0, ﬁ@¢&1§ bEJU\Sl: éx;ﬁ’ﬂ%:;aﬂ;fﬁ,
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HOLBEIN Waterford

White Cold Pressed Watercolor Paper

This thick 300 g watercolor paper has really high quality relative to its price and is one of the best |
have used so far. In my watercolor painting style, | don’t use so much water, so this paper does not
warp (especially when it’s taped to a board). It also has a rather unyielding surface, so it handles
sketching with hard pencils, intensive erasing, and ink very well (the ink does not seep through,
bleed, nor spread). At the same time, it's a pleasure to use watercolors on this paper as it gives

smooth color transitions and really flat, even washes with beautiful textures.
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HOLBEIN

Masking fluid

| used a lot of masking fluid (applied with an old, small brush) in
these illustrations. It comes in very handy when painting intricate

white details on dark backgrounds, such as letters, logos, or

highlights.
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Dr Ph. Martin’s

Bleed Proof White

This is white, opague paint in a small jar, really easy to use,
with relatively good covering strength. | used it for some
white details and highlights that were hard to achieve
even with the help of masking fluid. Because masking
fluid cannot be made half-opaque and has relatively high
viscosity, it is sometimes hard to use. Though the maker
doesn’t recommend mixing this white with other paints, |
used it to make watercolors more opaque in some places,

like | was using gouache.

=M
HZEK 30

XER-—ABANTEBRBEK, TEAXREZBS
By, BBEHNRRE, BRAESZHURLY,

Kuretake

White INK 30

Another opaque white paint | used mostly for correcting
mistakes. It has good covering strength but can crack if
applied too thickly.
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ROTRING

Black Ink

| used the original Rotring black ink, intended only for isograph pens.
This ink is beautifully black and fully waterproof. It also dries really fast
on paper, so it is hard to smudge it by hand on accident.

*Warning: the white ink from the same brand comes in a similar package

and | once bought it by mistake!

154 MONO £35
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BERBENENKESR, CILIBEETS, X2—NE
EREFHNBRKRE, BREKETE2E, R=AELHE
IEZiE S

TOMBOW.MONO
Plastic Eraser

A great eraser that works well even on textured watercolor

paper. | used it while sketching and to completely erase the

pencil underdrawing after the ink lines were finished.

HEHET

BT

HPHNEEAXMERTEEER, BULLLBEHDEM
B, ARHABN—RIEEN, EERFERLATE
HEZT K.

NITTO
L
Masking Tape
| use this tape a lot in my everyday work to make the edges of

paintings nice and even after | peel it off. This time | used it

mainly to hold the watercolor paper flat on the board.
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ZEQBFHEE
HERAXNERNCENBEIINT, SREFER
EHORENER., BETUETFRIIKEE LE
A, FeREEKFIBHAR, (FENMEFLE
BIERA, EEHRE.

TIFEHEZE 0.5mm

RIFF e e s X LFEEN, HANRE I IELIEE
EHRHEEL (0.7mm), EEZEEEM. EHIH
%0, MERAIHEET. REANEB AT
0.5mmAEHEE, XRELEK+ORE (BIEE
KEELE, thednBibE %R, X—a2RLA
REEPT A RELLIUBY ), MRIRBRET HKFHH
B5.
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—REBEEFNECEERR, BHESARES
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White Uni-ball SIGNO Gel Pen

| used this gel pen in several places for thin white
lines or lettering that required stable lines of constant
thickness. It's useful to have on hand while painting,
because it works well when applied onto dried

watercolors and does not clog.

ROTRING ISOGRAPH 0.50mm

| started illustrating this series with a COPIC multiliner
(0.7mm) for line-work. But | wanted the lines to be a
little thinner and more stable, so in the end, | used a
rapidograph for most of the pieces. | used the 0.5mm
tip Rotring Isograph, which is popular in Japan. It has a
very stable ink flow (even on watercolor paper the lines
don’t break as easily as when drawing with a felt-tipped

multiliner), and | didn‘t have any problems with clogging.

Mitsu-Bishi Hi-Uni grade F

| have tried a lot of Japanese brand pencils and liked
most of them. but for me, the Hi-uni pencils are the
best (closely followed by TOMBOW brand). | love
the silky feel and dark lines they make. Because of
these characteristics, they are widely used in Japanese
animation for drawing animation frames. | feel that
Japanese pencils are much softer than European
pencils of the same grade. For this book, | used the
relatively hard F grade pencil just for the initial sketch
on the watercolor paper, to be erased once the lines

are inked.
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Workflow

All illustrations in this book were made by ink and
paint on paper. However, they needed to be digitized
and edited to create this book. In doing so, | tried to
keep digital retouching and editing to a minimum.
For the digital process, | used ADOBE Photoshop on
an iMac with a Wacom Cintig 13HD drawing tablet.
| scanned my paintings using a CANON CanoScan
9000F Mark II.
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The first step to paint one of the

storefronts illustrations was always to make

a rough sketch based on the photos of the

shops taken from various angles during the
location hunting we did in Tokyo. For those
first sketches | intentionally used a small
piece of paper or a small sketchbook to
force myself to keep the drawing simple.
It gets harder to completely erase and fix
a drawing when it is already all nice and

detailed.
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After the pencil sketch is done and
there are no issues with the overall
balance, | add some rough shadows
using a blue colored pencil. Location
hunting for some of the shops was
done while it was raining, so | had to
figure out the shadows sketching like

this before painting with watercolors.

3

X—2, RESIEEEERBEIK
B L, AEBMKERE LITHS
T, GHEBEGNEESSE.

The next step was to get this rough
sketch ready to be transferred onto
the watercolor paper. | draw a grid
and measure the width and height of
the picture.
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While drawing and painting watercolor, | tape the

paper down to a thin wooden board with the NITTO

masking tape. So it is easier to handle and does not

bend nor warp after applying the watercolors.

RIBEEFIKEE LIS TF, REELAHERAN
ZABEEREE, [ E8o MNizEEHD

7. BEREEEFE,

—EBREBENAT,

o] LURESN R B 7R 0

By following the small rough sketch and the grid, |
know what elements of the shop should be drawn
where on the bigger watercolor paper sheet. | sketch
the shop carefully, adding necessary details based

on the location hunting photos.




6

Illustrations like this require a relatively high

of details to be interesting and realistic,

but | have to be careful not to put too much in.
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After the pencil underdrawing is complete, | trace all the lines
with ink using the Rotring Isograph 0.5mm and Rotring Ink.
| try to keep the lines loose — | don't use a ruler — | like the

hand-drawn, organic feel a freehand drawing gives-me. In

some places, when | notice that my lines are too straight, |

make them a little wavy on purpose.

\\\‘3 x\;\\\\\‘ \\i\% .
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EMNATKELKES. Bt aEXNES 2L,
REsELSE 22BN ENNNR, ERE
HEHEBHY., EREFRILRAFENLERE
R, FFENEZR (LLUBROEEER L
WNFF ), F—RTIEKRE, MEEEBR
BEe,

| also add small gaps in the lines here and there and
try to keep all the lines the same thickness — | don’t
draw the same line more than once. For some details
that are not three dimensional (like letters on signs
or wall tiles), | do not ink the lines and paint them

directly with watercolors later.



When I'm satisfied with the ink lines, | erase all the

underdrawing pencil lines. | use the MONO eraser for

this and | double-check if there are any pencil lines left.




10 REEN—$, MEKEES LR, EBZHE, The last and the most important step is to color the picture with

T EAROREEETOBNHS (N8eNNF watercolors. Before | start painting, however, | put on the masking fluid

EitsE, XPrEABRBERER ) Bk, on the parts of the picture that | want to keep white (the color of the
paper) that are hard to paint around, like white letters or highlights.
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| always start painting with light colors and then
move to the darker parts gradually. This order
makes it easier to paint the various parts of the
picture without the dark colors mixing into the

lighter ones accidentally in the places they touch.
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ZHERT, BISENRIFH
SRR, SRECS, 18
BRI,

Most of the time, the last parts
| paint are the typographical
elements and logos. Also, | rub
off masking fluid if | used it
to mask out white details and

letters.

Lastly, | add some textures and weathering details on
top of the washes if they are needed. | tend to keep
things simple and do not paint repeatedly if it is not
absolutely necessary. Most washes | do once. When
painting things like patterns and tiles, | like to vary the
colors on consecutive tiles a little so the whole pattern

becomes more natural and realistic.
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Afterword

| had tremendous fun doing the illustrations for
this book and, before that, location hunting at all
the shops, talking to the owners and learning more
about the shops’ past.

Most of the shops | chose for this project are quite
old (most were built after 1945 in the Showa Era
from 1926 to 1989 ), but the age of the buildings
was not a deciding factor as to which ones to

feature.

While some of the stores turned out to be quite
well known as retro spots in Tokyo, some are not
recognized at all, and for the usual Tokyoite, they
are just a piece of the everyday city background. |
guess that being an outsider from a different culture
and upbringing and an artist gives me a different,
fresh point of view from which it is easier to notice

such things.

One of the purposes of this book was pointing out
those shops (and ones like them), so they could be
noticed and appreciated. Three of the ten stores |
first painted in 2016 are already gone — closed or
demolished. What's more, when we interviewed the
shop owners for this book, we learned that some
would be closing their stores soon and some of
the featured buildings will also disappear. It is my
hope that, by publishing this book, more of these
precious shops can be preserved.

Lastly, this is just an album of illustrations. | am
not an expert on Japanese architecture, nor do |
pretend to be one. | simply wanted to put in this
book, as watercolor illustrations, some of the stores
of Tokyo that | think bring the color and unique
character to its streets. | have made some changes
and embellishments here and there, but | hope you

will forgive the artist for taking some liberties.

| hope you enjoyed the book and now, that you
finished it, go and explore.
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Uemura-ya in Tsukishima, Tokyo / Matt and Kana, his wife
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To the Reader

This book contains not only shops that are still in business, but shops that have already been
torn down, shops that have moved, and shops that have been turned into private residences. For
this reason, we ask that you refrain from trespassing or taking photographs without permission
when actually visiting these sites. Follow the rules and enjoy your tour of the delightful

storefronts of Tokyo!

fEE&EIT

SREEHEET, TR, TEHESFTEARR, SMePZATRAZEINE, SENFROE T
=Comix Wave Films, IR EESERN, SHISEESENSHNEY (ROBF. ) F2MFaFs
T2, IHEHEER, $TE8E. FE. BESTESES M. EPALEIRSLHIER, TERSHE
WEAnE, R—USRREENEER.

About the Author

Mateusz Urbanowicz, born in Poland, started working in Tokyo as an animation background
artist in the Comix Wave Films studio after studying animation in Kobe. He has taken part in
works of the director Makoto Shinkai (Your Name .),and currently working as a freelance creator,

making comics, illustrations, animations, and videos with many fans around the world.
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